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Concerning 


Gop's Forcknowlede, 


AND 
Mans Free Agency : 


WHEREIN 


Their- ſeeming Oppoſition is recon- 
ciled, and real Conſiſtency De- 
mon(trated from the Holy Scrip. 
Lures, and Arguments thence de- 
duced. 


Ads 4. 28. For to do whatſoever thy band and. 
thy Saſs determined before to be done. 

Phil. 2. 12,13. Work out your own Sat- 
vation wit) fear and tremblirg, For it is God 
which worket'» in you both to will and to do of 
bis good ple, i[ure. 

Deur. 30. 1 9. I þ.ave ſet before you Life and Deatb, | 
Bleſſing and GorPg 3 ; therefore cbo0(e Life, 8c. * 
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Y co / down my thyughts- upon this abſtruſe 
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_ The PREFACE... 


#'the Parnſal of this ſmall Tait, 
the Reader finds Wnt Jmall'Sarisf ation, 
\..  boye he will 110t mmol” wonder, at it, 
* 'when he remembers, that Larger Vo» 


tt 


$4 /umes,' ajid even Learned Onts too, 3n Mats 


ters eſpecially of this Nature, do ot always 


anſwer Expelt ation. + Þ pretend tone greas 


' ſhare of ' Learning; tor- ary Jlarge' meaſure 
© of Acute Fudgment +; Jonly. 1 'hm naturally 
. diſpos'd te Thinking and Conſtdevarion, . and 

| upon the Occaſion mentioned at the Entrance 

of the Enſning Diſcourſe, which vs no fifti- 
tlous Pretence, but x thing that did: really 
en about two years agoe, ' I took a>Fancy 


Snbjet. Some few that have ſeen it in Mas 
v 1ſcript, have thought 'it to be tollerable 
| Senſe, and might perbaps be 4 further Oc- 
| caſion to ſome Man of better Parts ro 
1 [peak more clearly to the Point, for which 
Wd carnſe 1 am not unwilling to permit it's Pube 
fication ; for I believe the Subjett has nos 
4 ren bitberto exhauſted; and I deſire wothing 
| more than to be-ont - done, or even confuted, by 


4 «ny one that can make things mare coherent, 
| A 2 and 


_ 
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and hetter vindicate the Divine Attributes. 
In the mean time, * 1 have met with a 

Curious \ Diſcourſe concerning things above 

Reaſon, amongſt which the Subjef here treat- « 

ed of,,. 15. mention'd 4s one ; by which 1 py- 
ceive, that this Efſay of mine 6s not 1mpey- 
tinent, tho. perhaps it. may be meffeftndl, 
and come far ſhirt of the Deſign. For how- 

can an Unlearned Head ( by never ſo much | 
thinking )) think.to bring that under Reaſon, 
which ſo great. 4, Wit hath ranked among. 
things above. it 7. So. that the importance of 
the Attempt will not C1 fear ) account for 
the.ill management of it; Yet its [mnocency 
will ( 1 hope: )eefend 3t from any heavy Cen- 
ſure. If I have not wholly ſubdwd my Pro- 

vince unta Reaſon, yet | have given it a kind 

of Negative Voice ;that is, tho) Reaſon can- 

not abſalutely. command the Affirmative, it 

| ſhallnevertheleſs ſofar rule the Oppeſer, as to 

| prevent his Negative. Some things muſt 

be granted, tho" perhaps not without diffie 

culty, becanſe they cannot be deny'd without 

far greater Inconvenience. ; 

If it be ſaid, We cannot underſtand how 

any thing can be certain, and yet contingent ; ' 

or bow a voluntary Action can be foreſeen, 

which depends npen Free-choice, and that at 

any 
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any time until it be effefted, may. be either 
done or let alone. Let ſuch Perſons try 
bow they can clear the Inconveriencies of 
an Ignorant and Imperfeit Deity, which 
will lye hard upon them if they grant not Di- 
vine Preſcience. Qn the other ſuede, let . them 
ſee with: what ſucceſs they can take away 
diſtributive Juſtice, and root ont the Nati- 
on and Exiſtence of Good and Evil ; which 
rack is of Neceſſity incumbent on them that 
deny Man to be a Free Agent. If things 
to come be not foreſeen, what will become 
of Divine Providence? If. there. be not nt 
Man a free Elefion, \ where. 1s. fn ?. . far 
There there 5s no chaice,, haw. cau Any. one 
chooſe amiſs ? To chaltiſe my Child fer Diſe 
obedience, would be all one, as, \to. whip. my 
Clock for going amiſs. Either. God Ale 
mighty fareſees things future, or be cannot 
be God : Either Man i 4 voluntary; gents 
ar be cannot be Man, , If theſe things there- 
Fore will, not ſtand together, Reaſon ſelf may 
ſeem impgrtinent, and it"s nathyal anffons 
altogetber uſeleſs : For, to whats Purpoſe 15 
Diſcourſe or Ratiocination, when ether there 
can be no. Tranſgreſſion, or none to take No- 
rice of it, and Herel, it ? SY, 
Theſe are the wiconueniencies which. men 
74n the bazard of in this matter : For rathes 
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than ndnut ante ayparent difficulty, which con- 
ffts perhaps :n'the narrowneſs of humane 
under ft anding they ch»b/e to fill the World with 
Contradiction and Abſurdiry. Some will ven- 
ture to mix Heaven and Earth torerher, un- 
der a State of War and Rapine, without ny 
ſenſe of Divine Authority ro Awe Rebellien's 
Jankind ; and others will attempt to turn 
Ceod'om of the World, becanſe they © cannot 
toMrprebend bis Perfeltions and Operations. 
But ſurtly it is not adviſable to Caſhity 
every* thing © that puts a fireſs upon our 
Eiiitted- Paculties, nor run down all thoſe 
rbings for falſe, which eonſiſt nor well with 
@hafwr apprehend tobe true, To which pure 
he \D:frout fe ebove mentioned comtann®s 
fpavcel of the Nobleft Inſtances, apfly dana 
mand? d with the greateſt Clearneſs,, and to 
the higheſt Ends and  Advamage, of any 
Book beve hitherto met with. From thence 
PF plauly learn,” that there are certuin Pri- 
viledg'd Things, which will by no "tans 
ftnop ro'Cdinymn Reaſon, nor "accovimodate 
rhemfelt»s rothofe Rules and Meaſures which 
are ſufficient for other Matters. Not but that 
there is a pecutiar ſort of Reaſon in theſe alſe; 

or tho' they are above my Reaſon to apprehenll 


few fully, yet f apprehend very good Reaſon 


why they'ſhowld be'ſv. For, either my Capacity 
_ | F 
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; ts bounded, or it i5not ; if it be, 'tis ſureto be 


over-power'd in graſping an unlimitted thing ; 
if not, it muſt then be infinite: And ſince [ 
kaow many Capacities about the ſame Level 
with mine own, and not a few incomparably 
greater, it muſt follow, that, not only a mul-- 
titude of infinites are conſiſtent, but a Num- 
ber alſo of Capacities, each of which is more 
than infinite; which Concluſion 1 think is more 
than ſufficiently abſurd. Beſides, ſince God- 
cannot do what i inconſiſtent, oy involves 
a Contradiition, be could not create a Power 
or Faculty, comprehenſive of his own Poyfe- 
fHons ;, for that could be no leſs than infinite, 
he cannot parcel out his peculiar Attributes 
weto his Creatures ;, for ithat wontd imply 
contradiftion. Wherefore: the - maſt ſhatlow* 
Reaſon may conclude, there maſt of noceſſuy: 
be thoſe things, which the moſt vefined Wit 


1 canvot adequately comprehend, 


Aud this is ſo, not only-in reference tothe. 
Divine Perfettions, but in thingy alf#'sf #» 
lower. Nature, 'of which it may not be impro- 
per to-3nſert one inſt ance wn this place, where-- 
by an undemable Truth mill appeay robe at=- 
tended with unaccountable difficulty. For 
the Enſuing Diſcourſe pretends not ro anſwer- 
all the Cavils that may be made againſt 4 
Merrdian Truth, ( which yet like the Sun it > 
| A4 ſelf 
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The Pretace. 
elf ) bath ſome Obſcuriries ; much leſs acth 


:t undertaks to make men ſee, who are either 
blind or ſunt their Eyes.. But the defipn of it 
15, to afſert from the Scriptures, the Truth 
of Divme Preſcience, and of voluntary Ele. 
fon ; toevince the neceſjity of admitting th:m 
both , to accommoaate the ſeemmg Oppoſition, 
and to point our fome of thoſe unconcluding 
Arguments, that mificad en to apprehend 
an zmconſiſt ence where.there x5 none. But mn 
caſe I bave not performed this. with ſujjicient 
Strength and Clearneſs of Expreſſion, it will 
not be forreign tothe matter m hand, to ſhew 
by an inſt ance, that ſomethings may not only 
be trutg but are almoſt univerſally acknow- 
ledg*d, which yet how they can be ſo, is inſu- 
perably hard to be conceived. 

i And thu ſhall be an inſtance wnich doth fre- 
quently occur to every one that # con'ver ſant 
about Decimal Numbers : Scarce any good 
Accomptant but underſt andy, no learned man 
but will acknawledge the force of it. For you 
may have a ſmall frattion, ſuppoſe of a farth- 
:3ug,or of a barley corn, not worth demanding , 
which yet cannot be deny*d to be infimtely Di- 
viſible ; inſomnch, that going about to find 
ſome determinate part of ſuch a frattion, as 
4, 4, or the like, you may indeed divide it ac- 
cording to Decimal Arithmetick, and you ſhall 

preſently * 
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preſently come near the truth, and the further 
you continue your Diviſion, you ſhall ſtill come 
the nearcy : But though you Divide it everlaſt- 
ingly, you ſhall never be able to get out entire- 
ly the part you aim at, but the Quotient will 
ftill be defetiive, and ſomething will for ever 
remain of the Dividend. 

To make out this the more evidently, I put 
the following Caje for an Example : Seven 
Workmen are to receive for ſome piece of Work, 
205. to be equally divided amongſt them; and 
ſuppoſing my ſelf to be one of the ſeven, 1 de- 
mand my ſhare ; but firſt I am to compute what 
it comes to. Todo thus, I make uſe of Deci- 
mals, which in many Queſtions are very ex+ 
peditious,and much in uſe at this day. It is nd 
more but only to divide 20 by 7: But | 
ſince there 15 aremainder, I add Cy» 9(23-5-7 
phers to the Dividend, and ſo con- _— 
rinuing the Diviſion to four places. 56 
1 find in the Quotient this mixt | 54 


—_—— 


Nun ber, 2.8. 5. 7« which comes t0 — 
2%. 10d. 14. and ſomething more, as 
which is a ſolution exatt enough for _ 


common pratlice. 

But this is not all ; for there remains one of 
the Dividend, that 1s to ſay, one thouſandth 
pars of a Shilling, and of this I demand; , to 
make up my full proportion of the 208. 1 
there 
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there flill proceed to Divide, in order to get out 
my ſeventh part exatlly, but I (hall never be 
able todout ;, no, though the Diviſion were to 
be continued from Age to Age for one thou- 
ſand years, and after that for another, yet 
fill the Quotient would be too little, and the 
Dividend inexhauſtible. 
: Jn this plain and familiar Quetion, re- 
ſolv'd by Decimals, three things are evident, 
I. That ina few minutes time an anſwer may 
be given, tho"-not exatt, yet ſufficiently true 
fer common uſe ;, that is to ſay, in half an bour 
at moſh, | may ſafely aver it, that ſo much is 
my full ſhare, within leſs than one Millieneth 
pare of a farthing.; and yer at the ſame time, 
1may be ſworn, vhat the ſeme'is not my pro- 
portion exalbly.- | me 
© 2. Let me continue the Drvifion as far, and 
as long as I pleaſe, I ſhall come nearer ſtill and 
nearer to the truth, and every new figure 1n the 
Quorient, adds ſomenhing to my ſhare, which I 
had nor before; it lefſens the Dividend and ap- 
proaches by various ( or rather infinite ) de- 
grees nearer to*; , which # the proportion aim- 
ed at. But 
\' 3+ It cannever be accompliſh ; Myriads 
of Ages wouldnon ſuffice to drain this Fountain, 
You mayſuppoſe (if you pleaſe ) the Quorient 
to be exrenaed in Decimal Fratiions,at - as 
rom 
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from the Arrick to the Antartick Pole ; all 
that wuld wor reach a tyue ſeventh pait, tho 
every fignye'( as T ſaid ) advances ſomething 
towards it. 

Let 15 now - lay all thu together, heres 4 
Alark tobe hit, as ſuppoſe it mere # Fack lying 
in a Bowling- Alley, 'you' way at at it, and 
preſently come within an hair”s breadth , your 
Bowl may be ſtill'in motion, and every moment 
come Hearer to the Mark, and yet ſhall never 
touch it. * " CEBEY 

This yi wg Arithmetich ſeems to con- 
cludt no lefs'than theſe two other Noted Cu 
pore inGe)mery, concerning the Hyper= 

olt-and Diapral, and hier # refpetfive 

firity'to'rhem both! ' For whereas thi Fypir5 
ble) thay have ſnch | Relation'to a right Tind 
drawn'itar it, that both being prolonged, 'ist 
frall comt "nearer and\neaver to the ſaid right 
Line ; yer bow far oeve?' borh lines be exrend: 
ta; they ſhall'never meer 7 this is very near 

reſenibled\in'ch# eaſe. before wa, © And whereas 
it iz impoſfibI to affign aviy common” enſure 
for the Side 4nd Diag onab of a Squart, which 
ſhall exatly meaſure them both, but there will 
remain 4 part of the one line, leſs than the ſaid 
common' meaſure, after you have 'made that 
as little'as you'pleaſe : So bere, it is impoſſible 
to exhauſt Decimal Numbers by ſevens, bis 
, J 1% I) | TY CAu fe 
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Globe of Earth is no further diviſible, nor can- 
wot be ſaid to contain 4 greater Number of 
Parts, thay one ſmall prain of Sand. 

Now if there be ſuch a myſterious depth in 
Lines and Numbers, ſuch a boundleſs Abyſs in 
any ſmall particle of Eerthor Clay, ths th 

as of Man caunot comprehend it, what ſpall 
we ſay of him that made all things in Number, 
Weight and Meaſure f How gan meexcuſe the 

waacious folly of pretending to meaſure Eter- 
uity by the unequal ſtandard of our Fudgment, 
or Circumſcribe infinity within the narrow Cir- 
cl: of Humane Capacity ? Wherefore if the 
Reader ſball diſlike. the; following Diſcourſe, 
and the Reaſons thergin made if of, let bim 
for his awn ſatisfaftion ( and for mine too, if 
be pleaſe ).bethink;bimſelf of better, and there- 
in he may do a piece of ſervicegboth uſeful and 
acceptable. But for any one ta confine the 1n- 
eff able perfeftions of the Supreme Being to bus 
own faculties, is a piece of egregious vanity, 
and an undertaking altogether deſperate. & 
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a1t01 _ © Concerning 
GODS Foreknowledge, 
AND 
Man's Free Agency. 
Happened a while ago, to be preſent 
at a Diſcourſe between two Gentle- 
mer), concerning the fatal Period, of 
Man's Life, or the fixed certainty of 
Future Events : The one affirming it, 
from - the - conſideration of God's: Fore- 
knowledge; the other denying it, , from 
the evident certainty of Man's Free-will. 
The former urged; what God Foreſees, 
cannot but cometo pals; the latter plead- 
ed, Man, cannot choole, nor refuſe, the 
doing of that, which is certain to be done, 
I thought- there was truth in_ what they 
both grounded their Arguments upon, bur 
certain inferences, pretended to be drawn 


from thence, which this Diſcourſe pro. 
duced 


2 Of God's Foreknowleds p, 


duced, I could by no means approve of, 
I did therefore interpole a little for an ac- 
commodation,, bat . with fo ill ſucceſs, 
that I have a minf to try, if I can;de any 
better in this Paper, - Nor thatf will pre- 
ſume to moderate betwixt two Perſons, 
each of them better Learned,-gnd of far 
reater Abilities than m ſelf, | But inde 
their Diſcourſe hath ſo hx'd the Subject 
in my mind, that I cannot eafily remove 
it, I wilt only attempt to clear the Notion 
a little tomy own Apprehenſion, by ſetting 
_ thoughts in ſome kind of order in 
referefice to this marter. 1 fhall therefage 
endeavonr theſe three things. "7 

1, To aſlert from Scripture, that God 
foreſees future Events ; 'and that neverthe- 
leſs, Manis a free and voluntary Agent. 

- 2. To ſhew, ' how theſe two things a- 

ree- together ; and deteCt the fallacy'of 
thoſe Reafonings that repreſent them in- 
conſiſtent. to 

3. To anſwer ſome of thoſe ObjeCtions, 
that are wont to occur in this Debate. 

I begin with the firſt, and eaſieftpart of 
my Task, namely, to afſert God's Fere- 
knowledge, and Man's Free-will, oat of the 
Scriptures. Theſe are indeed - two ſeveral 
ſubjets, and -might- challenge each of 


them 


and Man's Free Agency. 3- 
| them adiſtinct Head of Diſcourle : yet [ 
rathcr choſe to manage them both in one, 
. by linking Scriptures together in- ſuch ſort; 
that of each couple, the one ſhall make 
out Divine Preſcience, and the other Hyu- 
mane Freedom ;5 and being confider'd to. 


pl 
r gether, ſhall evince, that both theſe have 
b oft-times been converſant about the ſame 
q particular event; that is, one Text ſhall 
: prove God's Fore-knowledge of, and ano. 
1 ther | ſhall evidence Mans Freedom 57, 
, doing or refuſing the ſame individual 
) AQtion. 
> But firſt, that I may clear my way as much 
as I can, 1 muſt explainthe Terms, or give 
Il | ſome account, at leaſt, how I underſtand 


. them. Some indeed except againſt the 
word Preſcience, and tell us, that God 
* | doth not properly fore-lee any thing, ſince 
| | be beholdeth all mw as preſent ; but 
» #Þ| this 1 count js Criticiſm without Neceſſi- 
ty; for the word is frequently uſed, as 'ris 
» | taken in this Diſcourſe, and is proper e- 
nough with reſpeCt unto us, and to ſuch 
things as are not yet in being. What ſhall 
be a thouſand years hence, is indeed po- 
tentially in God, but not yet adCtuall 
exiſtent : So that his knowledge of ſuc 
things, is not unfitly called Preſcience, as 
] alſo 


a” Py eo WY Y wy 


af 


i Of Ged's F oreknowledge, 


alſo the reſpect and conſideration of tome- 


what thar is diſtant, is called Providence. 
Now as God's Omnipotence did vertually 
comprehend from Eternity, all the Crea- 
rares that were to be produced in Time ; 
So his Onmilcience gives him an entire 
View and Proſpect of all their Actions- 
They cannot act but by a Power derived 
from him ; how then ſhould they do any 
thing unknown to him? He knows what 
himielf will bring to paſs in ſpite of all 
oppoſition ; and he knows what Latitude 
he will allow his Creatures in their Actions. 
Since therefore God Almighty knows his 
own Will, and ſince Nothing can ever 
come to paſs without his Will, either po- 
ſitive or permiſhve; it mult follow, chat 
he ſees and knows all things and events, 
which are ro come, and not yet actually 
exiſteot, with equal certainty as if they 
were preſent, And this is what | mean by 
Divine Prelcience. 

I muſt now. fix my Notion of Free-will, 
and herein 1 ſhall carefully avoid all School 
Contreverſies about ir, or -about Com- 
mon and.Efficacious Grace: As alſo thoſe 
Dominican Fancies about a thing they call 
* Next Power, which 1s next to none, 

| | and 
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a. 


and Man's Free Agency. & 
apd , Sufhicient Grace, which. ſome think 
altogether inſufficieat. . Thele and ſuch like 
queliions 1.leave to. be: bepten into Atom 
between the Jeluites and Janſeniſts.,,:.- .-, 
And whereas, ſome. contend, that it is iq 
every Mar's power. to-do what the. Goſpel 
enjoyns-: /For ſhould God require of any 
man what is impoſſible to. be done by. him, 
he mult needs appear to. be a bard Maſter.. 
| Qthers deny, thar, any. man can, ,or.everr 
will efetually, believe and. repent without 
ſpecial Grace, . which wherever. it comes, 
makes a thorow work of Converſion ig- 
the heart, - and. therefore can never be loſk,, 
nor the. perſon. 'ia whom it is fivally mit. 
44-015 var; vor tet 1 Les 
Others again ſay, , there is a ſufficiency af 
Grace, which with pious endeavours will. 
bring a Man to happineſs, yet under a poſ- 
libility of Apoſtatizing,. in which caſe God! 
may and. doth ſometimes reliuquiſh, the: 
Berſon to final. DeſtruQipv. .. 


+ 
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And others, . to.. name..no. more, ſay,. 
there-is a Common Grace, or Mer gl: 
Talent given to all Men,, which tho' of jc: 
ſelf, itis by no means ſufficient, yet og- 
on a comſcientious improvement thereof, 
with earneſt Prayer for furtheradaily Sug 


plies,, it will pleate, God :49,beſtow lucha. 
« A 


Mealire,, 


6 Of God's Foreknowledge, 
Meaſure, as ſhall be fufficient to Salva- | b 
tion ; 'whilft thoſe who ' were intruſted | " 
with the fame ſtgck, having laid irupina || Þ 
Napkin, are throogh their own Defanlt, 5 1! 
ptterly ruin'd. Yer they add withal, that | P 
there are a certain Ny mber,. more pecn- } " 
- 
'f 
r 
0 
b 
v 


biarly cafted tbe Ele#, whom Efficacious 
Grace daes ferze upon, fome in a high 
Carreer of Wickednels, others ar © firſt 

even 5gainft their 'Will, tho? in the day of |. 

Gods Afmighty Power, they become 4 
willing People, to that degree, that they | \ 
defire nothing more than to lay out their || ! 
Gives, to fpend and be ſpent ( as St. Paxl || * 
faid ) for 'the advancement” of that Grace || fi 
and Truth whereby they. are ſubdu'd and 

purified: Byt thefe (they fay ) are not the } V' 

ale 'and Mealure of God's dealing with | 3 

Mankind in general, but are to be look't 
upon, as certain high and noble Inſtances 
"of the Freenefs and Efficacy of Divine 

Grace, and 'of Go&'s exercifing an Ak 
' miphty 'Prerogative in choofinga Raging 
'Perfecntor,” or forrie Atheiſtical Debay- 
"che, 'ro be made'a peculiar Favorite and 
choſen Veſſet to himſelf. - 

Whereas (hy) there are theſe ( and | 
"perkaps {ome vther ) Opinions, that are | 
"wont to fall unter confideration, ay" x 1 

MI uſt- / 
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buſmeſs of Freeewill is in debate; 1 ſhall. 
not trouble my ſelf ro derermine which is. 
beſt, nor is it material co my deſign : 'Tis not 

impoſſible, bur wich a due Reſpect umo 

Perſons, Times and Circumſtances, there 

may be ſomething of. Truth in them all, and 
each of them perhaps may be good or bad, . 
according as 'tis manag*d, Truth and Er». 
rour 1 look upon as Gold and Droſs : The: 
one is a pare and fplendid thing, but may- 


| be adulterated or abuſed, and feldom-1s- 


without alloy ; the other, tho' baſe and. 
__ contains-for the- moſt part ſfome-. 
thing of true mettal,. if duly feparated: 
from the reſt. 

This only ( under ſubmiſſion )'T firall ad-' 
venture to ſay as my own preſent thoughts. 
about this matter, and ſo proceed; name-- 
ly, that moſt men, however under a ſtate.- 
of Nature, may do much moral - good, . 
which ſhall not paſs unrewarded, and tome- - 
thing too ( for onght they can knowto the.- 
contrary ) towards acceptance with God; 
That many menthrough the.Divine Good+. 
neſs ſhal} be ſaved, that. neither: know ; 
punQtually the time of their. Converſion; 
ror certainly whether they be canverted ; 
or not. That few there are who attain to - 


7 that compleat aſſurance, as to baniſh at 


 *® all. 
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all cimes, all manner of Dubitation. Thar 
it is all mens duty to ſeek that they may 
find, and to wait upon God in the uſe of 
thofe means appointed by him in his word ; 
and we have his promite for ſucceſs. And, 
that no man can truly ſay now, or ſhall be 
adle to plead at the laſt day, that he hath 
uled his urmoſt endeavours, and found 
them unſucceſsful, Theſe and the like con- 
ſiderations may be ground enough for 
mecn io be doing good at prefenr, and for 
their Relyance upon the Goodnels of God 
for. the future. But on the other hand, 
lince there is a ſpiritual as well as a fleſhly 
Wickedneſs, and Satan is transform'd 
ſometimes into.an Angel of Light, and 
leſt Man ſhould be lifted up with an ap: 
prehention of certain fine things that he 
can do plet him remember, that 'tis God 
who worketh in him both to will and to 
do of his good pleaſure ; that of himlelf 
he can do nothing, and that all his righ- 
reoulnels is bur. filthy raggs. And this will 
help to poiſe him at the Center between the 


two Extreams of fainting aud preſuming, 


and will diſcover a neceſſity of an humble 
attendance at the Throne of Grace, that 


God wopld ſupply unio him thoſe Divine ; 


Aids, and Spiritual Powers, by which he 


may 
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may be enabled to encounter oppoſition, 
and find acceptance in Chriſt Jeſus, 

And herein perhaps may confiſt the nar- 
rownels of the way that leads to life. For 
one man, ſuppoſing he can do nothing ac- 
ceptable to God, reſolves to take his eaſe, 
until the Spirit, that Wind which blow- 
eth where it liſt, breath upon him ; ano- 
ther thinks he is able and willing, 'to do all 
that God requires; he admires his own 
good husbandry in the improvement of his 
Talent, and thanks God, he isnot like 0- 
ther men. Now the way lying in the middle 
berwixt theſe Extremitie?, the leaſt ſtep 
towards a Carnal Liberty one the one hand, 
or a Phariſaical Righteouſneſs on the 0- 
ther, muſt needs be a deviation from the 
right path, as this collateral Dilcourle is a 
digrefſhon from what | intend,  BytI now 
return, and do lay, that let men eſtabliſh 
what Doctrine they pleale concerning 
Grace, it will not import the matter jn 
hand, fince I ſhall confine my Notion of 
Free-Will to thole things that are on al 
hands acknowledged to be within .Man's 
power, {uppoſing only the ordinary con- 
currence of God's providence thereunto, 

I conſider then, that, Man above other 
Creatures hath knowledge to edge any 
diſtin- 
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diſtinguiſh of things commodious or in- 
convenient, beneficial or noxious to him, 
in the concerns of his Life ; and ic would be 
a firange Solzciſmin Nature, if he had net 
the Liberty of chooſing the one, and re- 
fufing the other. What doth it advantage 


a Man, to know the difference between a. 
Sheep and a Wolf, if he want the Power. 


or the Will, to make a benefit. of the one, 
and avoid the miſchief of the other? - Nay 


do not fee, but this might render Man of. 


all Creatures moſt miſerable, ſince his 


knowledge of Good could be no other to. 


him than Gall and Bitterneſs ; whilſt he 
finds himſelf fatally carried on to Evil. And 
ſuppoſe he had been always predetermined 
to Good, his knowledge of Evil then had 
been in vain, or rather indeed it had been 


impoſſible ; ſince Man could not have come. 


to the knowledge of Evil, but by doing it. 


Ane what could Man nnder a neceſſity of- 


always doing good, fignifie, more than a 
good Watch ? which rho' it moves regu- 


ly, yet is it akogether involuntary, 


cannot do otherwiſe, knows not that it 
moves at all; and conſequently is inca-. 


pable of Praiſe or Encouragement, Reward. 
or Puniſhment. Thus if we take away | 


from Man his Faculties of Judging and 


Chooſing, 


"$. 
5 


and Man's Free Agency. T 


Chooſing, we make the Lord of the 
Creation the moſt contemptible thing in 
Nature, and put him under 'the Feet of 
thoſe Brates he was made to rule over. 
So that withour voluntary Apency, that 
is, Without a Will and the proper Exer- 
ciſe thereof, Man becomes little better 
than a Senſteſs Machine, 

 Butnow on the contrary, we ſee plain- 
ly, that, by the good Providence and Di- 
ſpoſal of Almighty God, men have power 
to do many things, as namely, to culti- 
vate the Earth, to build Houſes, to pro- 
vide againſt Hunger and Cold, to educate 
their Children, to exerciſe ſeveral Arts 
and Trades, for the Benefic of Humane Life, 
and to manape all theſe according to cer- 
tain Rules, Methods and Obſervations, 
ariſing partly from Experience, and part- 
* Angra Mens conſulting one another. I 
ay, in all theſe, and a thouſand more par- 
ticalars, Men do confider and deliberate, 
and [then/ purſue their feveral Deſigns, 


| fome with greater, others with a lefler 


fare of Prudence, bnt each Imploying 
his Meaſure, and accordingly determining 


| to chooſe this, and refuſe the other. 
5 | "tr ſhorr, Tconceive, that God having 
indued'/ Man with an Underſtanding to 


judge, 


Rm————_—_— 
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judge, and. a Will to .choole, and con+ 
tinually. ſupplying tum with power to act 
according to his, Nature, he doth not ors 
dinarily over-power., orimpel his Faculties, 
but leaves him to the free Ute and Exer- 
Ciſe thereof in things within his proper 
Sphere, And this is what I mean by Free, 
will. Now I addreſs ro my Province, 
which is to aſſert. this, together with God's 
Fore-knowledpe of fucure Events from the 
Scriptures. Yo king 

The firſt pair of Scriptures that 1 im, 
ploy for this Service, ſhall be out of Exo- 
anus, * where Moſes. is appointed of God 
to go unto Pharaoh, and ſay unto him, 
Lat 14 go, we beſeech thee, into the Wilder- 
neſs, &c. . It is-not ealily tobe imagined, 
but that, Pharaob had power to bavegrant. 
ed this Requelt at firit, and the very Re- 
queſt it {elf doth ſtrongly imply a Liber. 
ty of granting it. No good Maſter will 
require any thing of his meaneſt Servant, 
with intention.to puniſh him ſeverely 'for 
not doing it, , and yet ſecretly contrive 
means to preyent and diſable him, chat he 
cannot do it. To ſay, that God thould ſend 
Moſes to make a requeſt unto Pharaoh, ſay; 
ing, Let us go, we pray thee, that he ſhould 


__ deſtroy 


 *C hap. 3. 18. Chap. 3+ 19, 
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deſtroy him at laſt for refuſing, and in the 
mean time ſhould bind up his heart by ſome 
irreſiſtable influence, from all poſſibility of 
granting it : : This would not only excule 
Pharaoh from the guilt of ſin, but make an 
odious repreſentation of the Ever bleſſed 
God; as if his Wildom were exercis'd in 
laying ſnares for the innocent, and his pow- 
er in their deſtruftion, Should a Writing- 
Maſter guide his Scholars hand, to make a 
blot, or ſome ill Character, and then beat 
him for it, whereas being left to himſelf he 
would have done better, what could be 
thought of ſuch behaviour in a Maſter ? and 
how juſt would be the Scholars indignation 
againſt him ? 

The finfulneſs of an Action conſiſts in this, 
that it is voluntary, and againſt the Com- 
mand ; the nature of a voluntary action is, 
that "tis done out of choice and deliberation, 
when otherwile it might be forborn. Now, 
either Pharaoh ſinn'd in detaining the 
People, or he did not; ifnot, wherefore 
was he deftroy'd ? * Shall not the Fnage of 
all the Earth do right ? If he did, he acted 
out of Choice, and conſequently he might 
have diſmiſſed the /ſ-aelites ſooner,if he had 
pleaſed, Hence ic will alſo follow, that there 
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could be no fecret Influence,nor any prede- 
termining' Concourſe from God, to bind 
his Faculties, or take away his Free-agen- 
cy; only the Pride of his Heart, defpiſing 
God's Meſſage to him, and his domineer- 
we Ambition to keepthe People in Slavery, 
did out-weigh ( in his unjuſt Ballance ) che 
other Motives he had to diſpenſe with them. 

- And herein conſiſteth the nature of Ele cti- 
on, that of rwo things propoled, wich Mo- 
tives on either part, a man freely chooſeth 
that which likes him beſt, in his preſent 
Apprehenſion, tho' at the fame time ( if 
he tho good. ) he might choole the o- 
ther. Thus did Fharacb choole to detain the 
People, there's his Choice ; yet before ever 
the- matter was propounded to him, God 
himſelf ſays, * ] am: ſure he will not let you 
go; here is Fore-knowlege : Therefore Di- 
vine Preſcience and Humane Liberty are 
confiſtent, and have been converſant about 
the ſame individual Action. 

But here an Objection may ariſe from the 
ſeventh Chapter, and che third verſe, where 
God ſays, + He will harden Pharaoh's heart : 
From whence it might be ſuppoſed, that 
Pharaoh could not act voluntarily, nor be 
ſaid to have any real Freedom of Will. To 
this Fanſwer, ts. 1 

* Exod. 3.19. Þ Exod. 7. 3. Aol: 
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1. 1 will not deny, but that in conſtdera- 
tion of Pharaoh's former Wickednefs, in 
dealing ſo barbarouſly with che People of 1/- 
rael, God might ſorſake him, and give him 
over to hardneſs of Heart. But then, 

2. 1 deny that this hardneſs of heart, by 
whomſoever, or in what manner ſo ever it 
was wrought, could deprive him of the Li- 
berry of doing a Civil Alt within his power. 
He might for ſome ſelf End, or with ſome 
ill deſign, have diſmiſſed the 1ſ-clites, and 
yet ſtil] have retained his hard heart; it was 
but a word ſpeaking, and the buſineſs had 
been done. And it is obfervable, that 
while the ſmart was apon - him, he could 
lay, * I and my People are wicked ; and pro- 
miſed too, to let the 1/reelites po ; but 
{til}, as he found reſpite, ( thinking perhaps 
the ſtorm was over ) he retracted. On the 
one hand, there was the danger of perifhing, 
or having at leaſt ) his Kingdom rain'd by 
thoſe Judgments God fent upon him : On 
the other hand, there was the luſt oftyran. 
nizing over an enſlaved People, and the be. 
nefit of their Labours in making Brick. 
Theſe two weights being oppoſed each to 
other in the Scales, ſom=times the one, and 
then preſentlythe other preponderates. And 
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this purely is deliberation, the reſult where- 
of is chooſing, and chooſing is the undoubt- 
ed property of a free Agent. 

3. Concerning the hardening of Pharaoh's 
heart, the Apprehenſions of Learned Men 
are different ; that which to me appears 
the moſt reaſonable is tothis effect, name- 
ly, that this induration is not to be under- 
ſtood as any poſitive Act, or immediate 
Efficiency from God, whereby Pharaob's 
heart was made hard, -( much lefs his Will 
Predetermin'd ) directly and properly, no 
more than it is to be underſtood that our 
Saviours coming was directly and properly 
tofill the World with Diſſentions, becaule 
he himſelf ſaith exprefly, that * He came 
not to bring peace on the Earth, but rather 
diviſion. The primary intention of the 
Golpel, no doubt, was Peace and Good 
Will towards men; but meeting with vari- 
ous tempers, and ſundry degrees of Cor- 
ruption in the hearts of men, it could not 
chooſe bur occaſion diſſention and a ſword 
upon the Earth, In like manner the primary 
intention of God's Judgments, is to reform 
the World, and bring men to Repentance, 
whilſt. in ſome Perſons they have a quite 
contrary effeCt. So that, as the Goſpel of 
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Peace was the accidental cauſe of War, ſo 
might God's dealing with Pharaoh tend to 
harden his Heart, and yet to ſoften a leſs 
rebellious one, as the ſame Sun beam melt- 
eth Wax and hardeneth Clay. And as fir 
by the commandment becomes exceeding ſin- 
ful, * in ſo much that the Commanament it 
ſelf, which was ordained unto life, 1s found 
to be unto death : So Pharaoh's ſtubborneſs, 
under the Divine Hand, becomes the more 
exceeding ſtubborn ; and that Chaſtiſement, 
which was ordained unto Reformation, did 
the more effectually promote his deſtructi- 
on. Hence it is highly probable, that, / 
will harden his heart, may import no more 
than this, I will bring ſuch things to paſs, 
and in ſuch a manner, as ſhall through his 
own Corraptions, render him much more 
obdurate. 

That the natural and direct tendency of 
God's dealing with Pharaoh was to convince 
him, ſeems very apparent from theſe Con-. 
fiderations : 1. He orders /oſesto try him 
with Innocent Miracles, afterwards with 
ſmarting ones, by ſuch degrees, till ic 
come at laſt to the death of his Firſi- born. 
2. While the Plagues lay heavy upon him, 
he gave ſome ſigns of a yielding and re- 

G2 lenting 
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tenting temper, but ever in the Intervals he 
contracted a greater obdurateneſs. 3. The 
Jadgments of God had their proper Effect 
upon the Egyprians, 1o far, that they would 
Sladly have the 1fraclites diſmiſſed ſooner, 
and at laſt, were not only nrgent to have 
them gone in haſte, but willing to part with 
their * Jewels into the bargain. Theſe conſt. 
derations ( I ſay ) ſeem very much to fa- 
vour the forementioned ſenſe of the Place, 
but whether that be the only true meaning 
of it, I ſhall not contend, to long as I ca. 
make it good, that Pharach was a Free 
Agent in that particular thing which was 
foretold by God Almighty. 

The next double Teſtimony ſhall be ont 
*of 4-Ezckicl, where the Prophet is ſent to 
the I/-aeltes, and words putinto his Month, 
__to warn and dehort them from their wicked 
ways, leſt they ſhould _ Hence I argue 
thus ; either the Houſe of //-ae! might have 
obeyed God's meſſage to them by the Pro- 
pher, orel{enot : If not, how ſhall we clear 
* the ſincerity of God's dealings with them ? 
Or will his meſſage to them appear any 
mote than a Complement ? Let us havea 
Care of intrenching upon Blaſphemy, Bur, 
if they might have humbled themſelves at 
the 


— 
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the Prophet's voice, as Nzzeveh did in the 
like caſe, it will follow, that they were not 
by any previous neceſſity diveſted of their 
Liberum Arbitrinm, as-is allo evident from 
thee words ſo often repeated in the Pro» 
phet's Commiſſion, Whether they will bear, 
or whether they will forbear ? which is as 
much as to ſay, they have their free choice. 
And what follows ? * But the Houſe of Iſrasl 
will not hearken unto thee. God doth not 
only afford Liberty and Opporcunity of Re- 
pentance, but he urges the {ame by ſtrong 
pleadings and inducements ; and yet at the 
lame time, he forefees a contrary Event. 
And this is what I underiook to altert from. 
the Scriptures, 

Again, in the 5th. of Hoſea, 'f God 
foretells, that //racl and # (hall fall 
in their. iniquity, Fd} alſo ſhall fall with 
them ; yet inthe 6ch, Chaprer || he exhorts 
to Repentance, This indeed might have its 
proper <ffe:t roo, upon ſome {mall remnanc 
that ſhould eſcape (4) and remember God 
among the Natjons whither they were to 
be carried captives. But now there is the 
lame means alforded to thote that ſhould 
fall in their Iniquity, as to the few that 
ſhould eſcape ; nor doth God's Fore-know- 

B 4 ledge 
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ledge of the ſeveral Events impoſe a necef- 
ſity npon etther. He grants Liberty unto 
both, which he knows a Remnant will make 
good uſe of, whilſt the greater Number 
will abuſe it ro their ruin. Thus it is evi- 
gent, that Liberty and Prelcience are con- 
ſtent, 

It is moreover propheſied, that by * rea- 
ſon of IdoJatry, they ſhall be as Chaff dri: 
ven with a whirlewind out of the Floor, and 
as {moke out of the Chimney; yet afrer- 
wards, we read in the ſame Chapter, O !/- 
rael thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf. We do not 
uſe to ſay, a man deſtroys himſelf, that is 
unwillingly run down by external force, or 
ſome inevitable neceſſity ; nor can he that 
ruines himſelf charge the fault upon another. 
If 1ael deſtroys himſelf, he is ſurely the 
Agent of his owa deſtruction ; and if ſo, 
he is either a Voluntary or an Involuntary 
Agent ; if Involuntary, he cannot be ſaid 
to deſtroy himſelf, no more than a Houle 
burns it ſelf when fire is ſet to it by an ln- 
cendiary. An Involuntary Agent, as a 
1Sword or a Hammer, can only act as 'tis 
mannag'd by Hands, and thoſe govern'd by 
the Will. Itremains then, that 1/rael was 
the voluntary Agent of his own Ruine ne 

ince 
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ſince this is foretold of God by the Prophet, 
it muſt follow ( if the Scriptures be true ) 
that Divine Preſcience doth not any way in- 
fringe the Liberty, or Free-agency of ra- 
tional Creatures, 

God forelaw, that wicked Hands would 
be forward enough to deliver up the Divine 
Perſon unto Death, who was the * Lord of 
Life ; nay,his determinate Counſel did con- 
cur with his Fore-knowledge, fo far as to 
let it proceed to Execution, as the Learned 
Mr. Howe oblerves. And our Saviour + 
himielf, not only deſcribes S—_ the 
manner and circumſtances of his ownDeath, 
when yet it was not near at hand, but is 
faid alſo to || know all things that ſhould 
come upon him. . Yet if the Actors of this 
wickedneſs had been _ informed what 
they were about, they would have left their 
work for other hands. That's very ſtrange 
( ſays one of our Diſputants) here is an 
Event ſecur'd by the determinate counſel of 
God, here is the place where, the manner 
how, and the Perſons by whom ir ſhould be 
brought to pals, deſcrib'd before hand by 
our Saviour; can any thing that is (o infal. 
libly certain admir of an If ? Yes,inSt. Paul's 
account it may, and he is a perfon that de- 

ſerves 
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ſerves ſome regard, And indeed, his Aſer. 
tion will appear highly reaſonable, when 
we conſider the Princes of this World, 1ſo 
ſadly milinformed as they were, and im- 
pos'd upon by all the- wicked Artifice ima- 
- ginable, yet wedo not find them very.cager 
to be concern'd in the Blood of that juit per- 
ſon, when the principal Agent pretends * 
to waſh his hands of it, and profeſſes + he 
found no cauſe of death in him. And hadit 
not been for the impetuous Clamours ofa 
wretched People, and the danger ofa Tu- 
mult, 'tis probable that the malicious con- 
trivance ofthe Prieſts, and their ſham Evi- 
dence, would not have weighed againſt P:- 
Late's Native Clemency, What muſt we 
then think had been done, in caſe ofaright 
taformation ? Why: the Apoſtle tells us 3 
| Had they known ir ,theywould not have oru- 
cified the Lord of Glory» This puts it out of 
ail doubt, that they were under no other 
force than the Reſult of their own Delibe- 
ration. On the one hand, there was the 
meekneſs of the Priſoner, the clemency of 
the Judge, and the diſagreement of the 
Witnefles :- On the other hand, there was 
the influence of the Prieſts, the ignorance of 
the Court, and cries of the Multicude ; which 

kept 
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kept the bafineſs for a while in Equilibrie, 
but then the fear of a tumulr ſ{uperadded, 
caſt the Scales. Nor were they under any 
farther Necelity of cracifying our Saviour, 
by means of ſuch a Divine Foreſight, that 
he ſhould be crucitted, than they would 
have been under, in cale it were to be ſup- 
poſed, that God had not ſo punCtually fore- 
teen, or foretold the lame. 

Thereare many other places of Scripture, 
that do evidently prove there is in Man a 
free EleCtion. Solomon is commended for 
asking Wiſdom, * when he might have 
asked Riches, length of Days, or — 
upon his Enemies; and Anamas + is t 
more condemned for falfiry about the price 
of the Land, becauſe that' even after «t-was 
ſold, it was in his own power. | 

fl If a Wife make'a Vow, it is left to hey 
Husbands choice, either to eſtabliſh it, or to 
make it void. 

(a) Chooſe you this day whom you will ſerve. 

(Þ) Go and ſay unto David, thus ſaith the 
Lord, I offer thee three things; chooſe thee 
one of them, that I may do ut unto thee. | 

Theſe Scriprures are ſoclear, they need 
no Commentary, nor do they admit of any 
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ObjeCtion. And I think there is no letsEvi- 
dence for Divine Preſcience, fince all Pro- 


phecies and many other Places of Scripture, 


do either direcaly, or by juſt con{equence 
== it beyond Diſpute, with all that acknow- 
edge the Authority of that ſacred Book. I 
ſhall mention no more bnt this one, and 
therewith cloſe up this firſt part of my Un- 
dertaking : ItisſodireQ and full ro the pur- 
poſe, as if che Holy Ghoſt had deſign'd it 
to remove all Scruple and Hefitation about 
that matter. * [am God, and there is none 
like me, declaring the end from the beginning, 
and from ancient times the things that are 
2ot yet done. 

Had I Leaſure now, or Opportunity, to 
conſule the Fathers or Schoolmen ; I am in- 
clinable to believe, I Could have their ge- 
neral Suffrage in this matter; buttruly thoſe 
Gentlemen are none of my Familiars, and 
andI was loath to trouble them. Yet meeting 
by accident with two of them, which are 
eſteemed no leſs than Oracles, I made bold 
to ask them their Opinions in the caſe. 1 
confeſs, I was not dilpleaſed to find them ſo 
very civil, and favourable to the Notions, 
I had already formed, and in part written 
down, concerning this Subject. _ of 

theſe 
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theſe was the Learned Suarez, whofirſt of all 
difputing copiouſly about Man's capacity of 
acting freely, he Leings itlaſt to this iſſue : 
*X Experimur enim evidenter, ſitum eſſe in no- 
ſtra poteſtate aliquid agere vel onittere, & ad 
boc utimur ratione & diſcurſu ac conſultatio- 
ne,ut in unam partem potius quam in aliam in- 
clinemur : Eſt ergo Eleftio poſitiva in noſtro 
arbitrio,alioqui fuiſſet nobis data ſuperfine,hec 
deliberanadi & conſultands vis. For we find by 
evident Experience, that it 15 1n our power et- 
ther to do a thing or leave it undone, therefore 
we reaſon, argue and deliberate, inorder to 
chooſe one thing rather than another, 'tis 
therefore in our power to make a poſitive choice, 
or elſe we have this Capacity given us in vain. 


. This comes clole to that point. And then 


in the next place, he doth no leſs vigorouſly 
maintain God's Fore. knowledpe of all E- 
vents and Actions, whether voluntary, or 
contingent, the Sum of which is thus. 
+ ©* God cannot ( ſaith he ) beignorant 
&« of what he himſelf doth, or will do, be- 
© cauſe he knows his own Will and his 
& power to effect what he wills. Nor can 
& can he be ignorant of what his Creatures 
« donow, or what they ſhall do hereafter, 
&« becauſe whatever is poſitively good in 
« their 
* Metaph, 10m. 1.p. 338, 339. f Lo. 2.P. 92, 93, 
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&© their Actions, is by immediate influence 
<&« from himteH; and what there is of pri- 
& vation or defect, cannot be without his 
< permiffion, and therefore he cannot be 
<c ;Snorant of mens ſinful and wicked acti-. 
< ons. He goes on to ſhew, that unleis God 
© did fore-know from Eternity whatever 
< was, or is to come to pals in time, he 
& could neirher be omniporent. nor immau- 
© table. Not onnipotent, becanle in refe- 
© rence to thoſe things whereof he had no 
<« foreſight, his Providence and Govern- 
«ment of Aﬀairs muſt needs be defective. 
<« Not Immutable, becaule ſomething muſt 
© daily occur to his knowledge which he 
© knew not before, | 

Atque hine ſequitur Deum habere ' hanc 
Sceentiam Creaturayum que finnt in tempore 
ex aternitate ſua, ut totam sllam ſimul he- 
beat fine ſucceſſione, quia non poteſt in ſe vari- 
ationem admittere ;item quia non poſſet Deus 
habere perfett am providentiam in rebus admie- 
nmiſtr andy, mſi haberet omnium preſcientiam. 
Thus far that Eminent Schoolman. 

The other is the Angelical Thomas Aqui- 
2145, as ſolhe arepleaſed to ftyle him. He in 
his Sm of Theology diſpatches me in a few 
words. For having firſt deſcribed Providence 
to be a reſpect to ſomewhat that is diſtant, 
AC- 
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accordinp to which the occurrences now 
preſent are to be ordered, which doth there» 
fore neceſſarily include preſcience: He faith 
afterwards, Providentia Det eſt omnium ſin- 
«gnlarium, nec tamen a rebus excludit contin- 
gentiam, nec caſum,nec fortunam, nec lib-rum 
arbitrinm : Thas the Providence of God ex- 
rendeth to all particulars, not excluding Con- 
tingency, Chance, Fortune, or Free-will. 
Add hereunto, that it was allowed St. Au- 
gnſtine as'a Maxime, that God by his fore- 
knowledge, doth not neceſſitate, or conſtrain, 
the coming to paſs of the things foreknown by 
him. Theſe Teſtimonies, as they are of un- 
queſtionable Authority, fo are they clear, 
direct, and full to the purpoſe ; and this is 
all I defipn for the firft general Head. 


I am now im the ſecond place to attempt 
certain reafons, or conſiderations, whereby 
to accommodate the difference, or at lealt to 
leflen the oppoſition, that ſeems to be be- 
tween Preſcience and Free-will, The Heads 
ro be infiſted on for that purpoſe are theſe 
three : Namely, The truth of the HolyScrip- 
tures, The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
and the Non-cauſality of Divine Preſcience. 

Firſt then, I argue from the verity of the 
Scriptures; for Iam notdefigning to confute 

an 
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an Atheiſt, writing only to ſuch as do ac- 
knowledge theT ruth and Authority of chole 
Sacred Letters; bur chiefly ( as [ ſaid be- 
fore ) for my own ſatisfaction. Some young 
Divines indeed [ have oblerved, who in their 
firſt ſetting out to preach the Word, affect to 
preach altogether without it, and ſeem to 
Triumph in diſpelling the darkneſs of Athe- 
iſm and Irreligion, by the Gloworm-light of 
corrupt Nature, Others there are,that prove 
their Doctrines out of Terence, Tully and Se- 
neca; Whether it is, becauſe they have not 
read the Bible, or that they preſer the Aa- 
thority of Heathen W riters before it,or that 
they would be thought to be profoundly 
learned, I ſhall not diſpute; but 1 find other 
more experienc'd Work-men, who'do not 
trouble themſelves to dig below the true 
foundation, bur think the Rock of Apes lafe 
enough for them to build upon. Now, as that 
Comical ſort of Preaching, to vulgar Ears, 
doth rather Amule than Edifie: So this Eſſay 
( which is not like to be regarded by the 
Learned ) if ic ſhould happen to take the 
Country air,. would look very thin with- 
out Scripture-Evidence. But if indeed the 
Scriptures do clearly ſpeak the Subſtance 
of what is herein contained, this ought to 
have the force of a Reaſon, with all rhole 

that 
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that acknowledge the Authority of that 
Book. Nor will ic be material to object, that 
this Argument doth not ſufficiently make out 
the reatonableneſs of what is here pleaded 
for; For as there are ſeveral Ranks of Pri- 
viledgd things, which will not condeſcend 
to Common Reaſon, fo there are ſeveral de- 
grees of Reaſon allo, of which the lower 
ought to yield to the Superiour ; and it is 
the higheit reaſon ſure, that God zs eruc, 
tho? every Man ſhould be found a Lyer. 

I am by no means againſt ic yer, that 
Atheiſm ſhould be encountred upon its own: 
principles, if at leaſt it can be ſaid to have 
any principles at all ; but every Stripling is 
not a.fir Champion for an overgrown Phi- 
liſftine : And I had rather have that Province 
entirely leſt to fuch as can manage it, than. 
have the Truth to ſuffer by weak Patronage- 
As for thoſe therefore, that expect betcer- 
proof than from the Word of God,and thoſe 
natural conſequences ariſing thenee, I ſhall 
leave them to the diſcipline of their.own 
Conſciences ; for if they are not convinced. 
by what Bp. W:1kins, Bp. Ward, Mr. Boyle, 
Dr. Cadworth, Sir Cha. Wolſely, and fome - 
others have already ſaid againit Atheiſm; L 
fhall never hope.to give them ſatisfition. 

But as fox thoſe two Gentlemen, betwixt. 

| —” whom, 
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whom the Controverſie was ſtarted, upon 
which occaſion I ſcribble down theſe haſty 
Notes, they are both of them ( 1 hope) ſert- 
ous Chriſtiatis, not doubting in the leaſt the 
truth of the Scriptures, yet differing vaſtly 
if, their apprehenſions aboat rhis marter. 
One of them is firm in the belief of Divine 
Prelcience,but ſomewhat Heſitant as to the 
buſineſs of Free-will : The other is fo mach 
a Free-willer, that he ſeems to caſhier Di- 


. vine Preſcience ; ** For ( lays he) if God 


* offer me any good thing, and knows in 
©« the mean time 1 will not accept of it,l am 
< nothing beholding to him for his kind- 
bt gels. — 


This manner of expreſſion concerning . 


God, is over-bold and fawcy; for we may 
Rot ſpeak of him with ſuch a Liberty, as is 
allowable in other matters. Beſides, let us 
obſerve the conſequence,and we ſhall find it 
to be this, that either God Almighry has no 
knowledge at all of future Events ; or elfe, 
thatall conditional Promiſes,throughout the 
whole. Scripture, are no more than ſha. 
dows ; the former of which conſequences 


ſtrikes at the PerfeRion of rhe Divine Na- 


ture, and the latter blarrs the finceriry of 
the inſpired Writings. To which it may 
be added, thar ſuch Doctrine is falſe, aud 
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injurious to the Goodneſs of God : For his 
Benefits offered to Mankind are not to be 
valued by his Fore-knowledge of Non-ac- 
ceptance, but by their own intrinfick worth, 
and by Man's Capacity of enjoying them if . 
he will, And tho' God doth afluredly 
know, who will not accept of his kindneſs, 
yet he knows at the {ame time, the fault is iv 
themſelves ; nor is their refuſal any further. 
neceſlary from any ſuch Divine Foreſight, 
thanotherwiſe it would have been. So. thar 
ſome Perſons: wil indeed ſeem to have a-. 
great Veneration for the Scriptures, and 
yet own fſuch Principles as render a great 
part of them infignificant : For, if God's. 
Fore-knowledpe neceſſitate all Events, ſo 
that nothing could have fallen out otherwiſe 
than it doth ; then all Divine Precepts and 
Rules of Life, all Promiſes and Threatnings 
upon certain conditions, are no more but 
Cheats and empty Formalities. But now, 
to thole that ſincerely acknowledpe the Dj- 
vine Authority and Truth of the Scriptures, 
(as all Chriſtians ought to do)the Argument 
will lye thus : 


What ever isentirely true, is alſo harmo-. 
nious and ſelf-conſiſtent. But the Scrip.. . 
tures are true, Ergo, &C.. 
D2. ut; 
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If it be urged, that the Scriptures, as pro- 
ceeding from God, are indeed moſt perfect- 
ly andentirelytrue, yet paſſing through the 
hands of ſo rhany Men, in various Copies 
and Verſions, from one Language into ano- 
ther, it cannot be, but ſomething of humane 
infirmity muſt ſtick to them. This indeed [ 
freely grant ; and if any ſuch thing can be 
made evident in the caſe before us, it will 
be very fit to be conſidered. In the mean 
time, .there can hardly any two things be 
named that are more clearly and vigorouſly 
aſſerted in Scripture, than are Divine Pre- 
ſcience and Free-will, as well in the places 
above- mentioned, as in divers others. From 
whence it will follow, that if thoſe places 
of Scripture be genuine, and no way cor- 
rupted ( which we mult ſuppoſe, till the con- 
trary be made out ) God's Fore. knowledge 
and Man's Free-agency are not only true, 
but perfectly harmonious, and -.conſiſtent 
each with other, altho' our limitted ſight 
and dazled Eyes cannot fully enable us to 
behold their Agreement. 

Nor need we wonder at it, when we con- 
ſider, that not only in the Scripture, but in 
Euclia's Elements, and many other Books 
approved in their kind, are found divers 

things, 
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things, which a great number of Readers; 
tho' men of good Senſe, cannotealily under- 
ſtand or reconcile ; and ſomethings of that 
difficulty, thacthegreateſt Maſters of Learn- 
ing and Reaſon, have more ' than work e- 
nough to overcome ; of which, ifineed re- 
quired, one might give particular Inſtances. 
W ho will believe that theleaſt Diameter of 
a Needle's Point ſhould be Diviſible into a 
Million ( or rather infinite) Parts, and yet 
that a Circle, how large foever, can touch a 
right line but in * one point only ?. And ſince 
a Globular Body fer upon a plain, can reach 
the tame but in one point, and a point is de- 
fined to be thar, which hath no part, would 
ic not .bea ſtrange Paradox to lay, + A 
Globe can touch a Plain in no part at all ? 
Yet all this leans upon Mathematical De- 
monſtration. 

[r is eafie to obſerve, that when any dif- 
ficulty, or ſeeming oppoſition doth occur in 
Scripture, which common Readers cannot 
(and even Learned ones not very eaſily) re 
concile;z two ſorts of People, the Prophane 
and Superſtitious, rake hold of itto very ill 
purpole ; the one apprehends it their Intereſt 


ro 


* That is, the right line being drawn as a rangent, but 
not throngh the Circte. : 
+ Eucl. def. 1 Lib. 3. prop. 36. Lib. 16. prop. 117. 
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to have no Religion atall,: looks upon .the 
Scripture as a State-contrivance to keep the 
World in Order and Subjection, and hence 
they aſſume a lewd Liberty of curning it in- 
to Burleſque and Riaicnle ; the other ſort, 
being for the moſt part over eagerly devo- 
ted ro ſome Party, havea Religion made up 
of a few Fractions of Truth, negleCting in 
the mean time the Sum and Subſtance. 
Theſe men purſue, tothe beſt advantage of 
their Sect, that part of Scripture which hath 
the kindeſt Aſpect upon their eſpouted No- 
tions, and run it off from the main Body of 
Truth, to that Extream, that it becomes an 
Errour in Doctrine, and perhaps too a Rent 
in the Church. For the Body of Truth may 
not unfitly be reſembled to the Body natural, 
which cannot live in pieces. 

That there are unchangeable Decrees of 
God, I do not doubt ; but if that Dottrine 
be ſo manag*'d as to evacuate Men's Endea- 
vours, this ſurely is an unwarrantable Ex- 
tream. Juſtification by Faith is a great truth ; 
but if it be imprudently carried to that 
height, as to exclude, or make men neglect 
a good Life, it will become a dangerous 
Errour. That Chriit dy'd for all, is a glo- 
rious Trath, as it is laid down in Scripture ; 


butif ſome ſtretch that Doctrine tothe atu- 
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al Salvation of all Men, and others there- 
upon put the whole Buſineſs of Salvation 
within Man's power, theſe doubtleſs are 
vitious Extreams, opening a wide pallage 
for Pride or Prophaneneſs. The one makes 
Religion altogether vain, and the other 
makes the Grace of God not worth look- 
ing afrer. Sothat whilſt Menrun into-fuch 
violent Extremities, they ſeem to tear 
off ſome particalar Truths from their Uni- 
ty with the whole, which from thence for- 
ward turn mto Corraption, whilſt the main 
Body of Trath is deſerted by then, and be. 
comes ulelets. 

And this is the caſe not only of the leſs 
conſidering SeCtaties,but even of thoſe who 
pretend highly ro Philoſophy, and aſpire 
after the Reputation of Wits : One whereof 
( ſufficiently known ) hath improv*d three 
Syllables to that height, as to render a greac 
part of the Scriptures ridiculous, and the 
noble Army of Martyrs no other than a 
Company of wilful and faperſticious Fools, 
in needleſly expoſing themlelves ro flam2s 
and tortures. * Gon pence, ſays the Pro. 
pher to Naamar ; Which lingle cale he ad- 
vances to a general. Diſpentation for any 
Man ro quit his Rehigion,as ofr as it ſhaſl be 


__ difficult, 
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difficult, and dangerous for him to profeſs it. 
And this I take to be the Fountain Caule of 
all the Diviſions that are, or have been a- 
mong Chriſtians ; namely, that Men will not 
read the whole Scriptures, and pive each 
part its juſt weight andmeaſure, duly bat. 
lancing and comparing one thing with ano- 
ther ; but each Man according to his Com- 
plexion or Education, or perhaps ſome pre- 
- dominant Melancholy, lays hold of that 
part that ſuits him beſt, and makes upa 
Religion for himſelf, which is little more 
than the Reſult of his nataral temper, 

Here [ call ro mind a paſſage of a Non-ju- 
rant,which I happen'd to be preſent at. The 
Man was reputed among his Neighbours an 
honeſt plain Man, but tomewhat raſh, and 
of no deep confideration, as may appear by 
the Story. The Diſcourſe. fell our to be a- 
bour Swearing, and the Perfon could not 
forbear-to Declaim bitterly againſt it, be- 
cauſe it is ſaid, * Swear not at aft. One 
of the Company urg'd that of the Hebrews, 
where the Author ipeaking of God's con- 


firming + his Promiſe made to Abraham, | 


ſeems to intimate ſtrongly the neceſſity of 
ſwearing in ſome cafes, not vainly, nor-in 
common diſcourſe, but ina ſolemn manner, 

for 
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for the avoiding of Contention, and for, 
confirming of tome weighty- matter. - And 
the Anthor doth not only alledge ir, withour 
any manner of Reproof, as a practice a- 
mongſt Men, who ule to {wear by the great- 
er, and amongſt whom an Oath for confir- 
mationis an End of Strife ; but he adds fur- 
ther, that God himſelf, the more abundant. 
ly to ſhew the [Immutability of his Counlel, 
doth condeſcend to that uſage, confirming 
his promiſe by an Oath. To all which the 
Perſon ſuddenly replied, the Author was 4 
Lyer in that thing : A decifion ſomewhat 
ſarpriſing, and no leſs than blaſphemy; yer 
had thus much of Ingenuity in ir, asto yield 
the force of the Argument on no ealier terms 
to be avoided. 

Thus If Men will needs imaginean Incon- 
gruity between Preſcience and Free-will, 
and lo reject the one, tho? both are equally 
allerted in Scripture, I cannot ſee how they 
can do it otherwile, than by the Non-jurants 
Argument, - But ſurely Men of Reaton and 
Sedate Temper, will rather argue thus, that 
ſince Preſcience and Free- will agree in uno 
rertio, and that nolelſs than the Word of, 
God ; they mult not only be agreed betwixc 
themſelves, but both true. And therefore 
if we cannot get _ to fadge together in 

our 
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our Minds, the Reaſon muſt not be any mu- 
tual jarring of theirs, but want of room in 
our Underſtandings. If that Sacred Book 
were impartially read, and Religiouſly at- 
tended to, no violence put upon it, but all 
Its parts underſtood, ( as they onght to be ) 
in Congruity with the main Bulk and Sub- 
Nance of the DoQtrine therein contained, it 
would put an End to- this and many other 
Debates, The Magiſtrates Sword, and the 
Peoples Conſcience, the Prince's Prerogative, 


and Subjefts Liberty; the Divine Attributes, 
and the Eſſential Properties of Flumane Na- 
tre ; would all enjoy their full Exerciſe and 
Latitude, without invading one another: 


And thisleads to the next thing | am to- con- 
ſider, Namely, 

The Harmony of Divine Attributes. 
Where there are inteſtine Jarrs and ſtrugling 
Dilcord, there is no Unity, nor any thing 
like Perfeftion ; but thole Natural Notions 
we have of the Being of a God, do at the 
fame time, and with equal Evidence, diftate 
to us his eſfential PerfeCtion; therefore to 
ralk of an imperfect Deity, is ſo great a 
piece of Non-ſenſe, as cannot ſufficiently be 
expos'd ; becauſe there is nothing in the 
World to which itcan be reduced, more ab. 
furd than ir ſelf. Down-right Atheiſm is in- 

deed 
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deed a monſtrous thing, yet | think tis capa» 
bable of a better Colour, than having once 
acknowledg'd an adorable Supreme Being, 
at the ſame time conclude him lame, or de. 
ficient. He that looks about him into the 
World, and yetſays inhis heart, # There 5s 
ns God, is properly a Fool, and thatcannor 
make a rational Inference, and from the 
thingsthat are made, cannot ſo much as cons * 
clude there muſt be a + Maker, And when 
both his Bible and his own Eyes may inform 
- him, that every Houle is built by ſome Man, 
yet || ( asif the World muſt build ir ſelf )ſo 


-* fooliſh is he as not to conſider, that he that 


built all things is God. But now, he that 
thinks God like unto himfelf(z), thatis,ſub- 
zet to Failing and Imperfections, is ſtyled 
Improbus, (b) wicked or deteſtable, which 
ſeems to be the heavier charge of the two. 
And [ have heard of ſome of the Ancients, 
Platarch | think it was, ſpeaking to this ef- 
felt; I had rather Poſterity ſhould ſay, there 
never was ſuch a Man, than that Plutarch 
Was an injurious and vile Perſon, 

Now this Foundation, which isdeep laid 
both inScriptureand Natural Reaſon, name. 
ly ; that God is every way perfect, is enough 

p 4 to 
* Plal. 14-1, F Rom. 1, 20, | Heb.3.4. (4) Pal. 50. 
(b) 16. 21. 
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to build my whole Deſign upon: He is per- 
fe in Power, * He doth what he will both 
in Heaven andin Earth , perfect in Juſtice, 
+ Shall not the fudge of all the Earth do 
right ? perfect in Knowledge, || Declaring 
the End from the Beginning. His (a) Will 
is perfett, his (b) Law is perfet, his (c) 
Work is perfett, all his Ways are Judgment. 
If the Streams be fo clear, the Fountain 


«he he md mt 


" muſt needs be pure. Butif any Man now 


will raiſe a Diſpute amongſt the Divine Per- 
fetions ( like that of the Diſciples) which 
ſhould be greateſt ; or ſhould give to much 
ro one, as toleave nothing for another ; he 
would make ſtrange work. [uſt as if 
ſome Man ſhould be faid to be a very 
prudent ard juſt Perſon in himſelf, yer 
when he comes to deal with his Neighbour, 
his Prudence undermines his Honeſty, and 
ſo he would become a Knave, or on the 
contrary, ſhould his Honeſty out-go his 
Diſcretion, that would ( in ſome degree ) 
rencer him a Fool. And this tho' a blunt 
Comparilon, ſeems to be the very ca'e in 
Debate. We muſt however be careful to 
ſpeak with Reverence and Decorum, even 
in applying the moſt juſt Conſequences of 0- 

ther 


*Chron.20.6. Gen.18.25.|| Job 36.4. (a) Rom.12.2, 
(6) Plal.18 3o0.(c) 2 Sam, 22. 31: (4) Deut. 32: 4. 


"RES EE 5. A. Cs... AA. Oe oc 


—_—  ”  - —_ WW —_— LI _ 


and Man's Free Agency, 41 


ther Mens DoQtrine unto the divine Majeſty. 
The Attributes we are concern'd with in 
this matter are chiefly cwo ; but by conſe- 
quence great many more ; God's Wiſdom, 
and his Goodneſs ; the former implies Know- 
ledge, and that includes Preſcience; rhelat- 
ter comprehends Juſtice, in which Free- 
will is ſtrongly implyed. In reference to 
the firſt, take but away from God his Fore- 
knowledge of furure Events, and you may 
almoſt as well dethrone him ; for beſides 
that, it doch clearly infer Ignorance and Im- 
perſetion, whereby his W:/don and Know- 
ledge will come in Queſtion it carries with 
& a kind of Impotency, for he that knows 
not of an Event before it comes, may be 
furpriſed and defeated of his Expectation; 
and how ſhould he have power to have pre- 
vented what he knew not of before ? Suarez. 
is politive in the place above-mentioned, 
That had not God a Fore knowledge of all 
things, he were not fit to'govern the World, 
And as for the latter, take away from Man 
his Free-agency, and you bring him under 
ſuch a fatality, thar he isin no ſort Maſter of 
his own Actions ; and then ſaith the Learn 
ed Dr. Cudworth, * You take away the four. 
dation of aiftributive Fuſtice : For what E. 
E Z quity. 
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Quity can there bein the Reward or Pu- 
niſhment of thoſe things, wherein Man has 
no Choice, and which could not poſſibly 
have fallen out otherwiſe ? So that here is 
no denying ofeither, without rejeCting one 
- or More of the Divine: Attributes, and to 
eendring the Bleſſed God a lame and im- 
perfect Being; as if he could not be omni. 
ſcient, but he muſt be Arbitrary ; nor juſt, 
without being ignorant. 

Beſides, how can God be ſaid ro ſearch 
the Heart, * and + try the Reins, or to what 
purpoſe ſhould he do it, unleſs he knows 
the bent and tendency of Men's Minds, and 
what they will do before they aft it ? And 
how can he ſuit his Providences to his ble(- 
ſed |] Ends and Purpoſes, for the good of his 
People, if be knows not the Exigencies that 
ſhall - befall them? On the other hand, if 

there beno voluntary Agents inthe World, 
what need any Providence at all ? General 
Laws might ſerve the turn, 'tis but putting 
the ſeveral Parts and W heels of the Creati- 
on together, and ſer them a moving like a 
Pendulum, and they will drive on one ano- 
ther ; and ſo Epicarus his Doctrine comes 
ig play,that God regards not particular things. 


W hatcan weexpect but confuſion and dilor- 
| der, 


* Rom. 8. 27, + Jer. 11+ 20. || ROtli, b. 28, 
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der, whilſt we invade the Divine Attributes, 


_ or labour to ſet them at odds one withano- 


ther ? 

But now, if we lay aſide all Perverſeneſs 
and Prepoſleſfion, the. Harmony of the Di. 
vine PerfeCtions will be a moſt pleaſant ob- 
jet of our Conſideration, God doth not 
1mpole a Neceſſity of ſinning upon any Man, 
but he knows ſome Men will be ready e- 
nough to ſin, out of choice, He doth not 

uniſh or reward in Men what he aCteth 

imſelf, or what he cauſeth them to a& 
without the Intervention of their Wills; but 
if tome will be vertuous, and. others viti- 
ous, when they might-be otherwiſe, God 
is juſt in puniſhing and rewarding; tho' not 
ignorant in the mean time, who will de- 
ſerve well or illat-his hands, In 8 word, God 
doth know, that Manis a Free-Agent, be- 
cauſe he made him ſo, and doth daily pre- 
ſerve himin that Capacity; he alſo knows, 
that ſome Men will abuſe their Freedom in- 
ſpite of all Invitations. and Inducements to- 
the contrary, unleſs he interpole his Sove- 
reign Power ( as ſometimes I conceive he 
doth ) to move ther irreſiſtably unto good. 

From what hath been ſaid, the Argument 
will lye thus, God is perfeCt in-all his At- 
tributes, and harmonious in all his Actings, 

E 4 and 
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and Providences, throughout the World: 
But the denial of Divine Prefcience doth in- 
fringe his Wiſdom and Power, and the De- 
nial of Free-will doth obſtruct his Juſtice ; 
therefore it muſt foHlow, that Man's Free- 
agency is not only conhſtent with God's 
Fore- knowledge: of future Events, but 
both of them are moſt certainly true. 

The third thing to be confidered, 1s the 
Non-cauſality of Divine Preſcience. At the 
time indeed when this Diſcourſe happened, 
I was laughtat by one ofthe Gentlemen, fox 
uſing that as an Argument, -which he would 
by no means admit for a truth, Burl do not 
look upon laughter as a ſufficient confutati- 
on, and oft-times thoſe who carry things at 
higheſt, are furtheſt out ofthe way. I ſhall 
therefore lay down this Propofition, and run 
the hazard of Proving it, Namely, that 

God's foreſight of what I ſhall hereafter chooſe; 
hath net any cauſality in it, to determine m 
choice,nor to infringe at all my liberty of chooſ- 
no. If I can make this evident,it will be very 
material ; forthe main thing that ſeems to 
byaſs and miſlead Mens Minds in this matter, 
is an apprehenſion, that God's Fore-know- 
ledge of any thing muſt needs caule the 
{ame, and that thence. all other inferiour 


cauſes muſt be urged on by tuch a fatal 
| Ne- 


CC 
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N eceſſiy, that the Effect is put Quite with- 


-out the Verge of Liberum Arbitrium. But 


this I hope will appear to be a great Extra- 
vagancy from the following Conſiderations. 
Let us then obſerve fir/t, thatall Foreſight 
or Preſcience, is nothing elſe but a ſort of 
Knowledge, and Knowledge doth ſuppoſe 
fomething to be known antecedent thereun- 
to. A Man cannot be ſaid to know, but he 
uſt know ſomething that was in being be- 
fore he knew it; and even the Objects of 
Divine Fore-knowledge have a virtual Ex- 
iſtence in God, antecedent in order of Na- 
ture thereunto ; ſo that as to himlelf it is ra- 
ther Intuition than Preſcience, but with re- 
ſpe&t unto us, and to the not-yet aCtual Ex- 
iſtence of the Objects, the word Preſcience 
is proper enough, as was noted before. 
Knowledge then hath'its'dependance'upon 
the —— not they on it; and there- 
fore ſtrictly, Knowledge, conſidered: bare- 
Ly as ſuch,is an Effet and no Cauſe at all.As 
for Example,l know that the Sun warms and 
refreſhes; but then there was a Sun in being 
firſt, whole influence I have found to have 
this Eflet upon me. | know that the three 
Angles of every Triangle are equal-to two 
right Angles, becauſe firſt, { have ſeen a Tr 
angle, and then | have ſeen the Theorem de- 
mon- 
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monſtrated ; but my knowing it, is no cauſe 
why itis ſo, I deny not yet, that the knows 
ledge of one thing, is frequently the cauſe 
of another thing {ublequent, and emergent 
thereupon ; butnever of that particular thing 
known ; for inſtance, my knowledge of a 
high water makes me decline the Feord, 
and go about by the Bridge, but it is not 
therefore the cauſe of the high water. I 
know that ſuch a Man is crafty, for which 
cauſe I take care, that he do not over-reach 


| me; but my Knowledge is no caule of his 


craftineſs. * 1 know the blaſphemy of them 
mhich ſay they are Jews and arent ; ( ſaith 
he that holdeth the ſeven Stars in his righe 
hand : ) Butifany Man will lay; that this 
knowledge was the cauſeof that m_—_ 
he will go near to be a Blaſphemer hi If, 
#&, But hereit will be objeCted, Thee 
theſe; Inſtances are only of things already in 
ng, Which are not like te be cauſed by 4 


| knowledge ſubſequent therewnto ;, but the Ouc- 


fon 14 about the knowledge of things tocome ; 
beſides, if Preſcience be but a ſpecies of Know- 
ledge, and that all Knowledge nub ſome- 
#hing to be known antecedent to it, as was in- 
$:1mated above, it ſeems there may be a certain 
Preſcience of « thing antecedent, or which a. 
- all 
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all one, Fore-know/eage of a thing paſt : But 
is not this a plain Contradiction ? 

This ObjeCtion will be eaſily anſwered, 
by conſidering the Natur2 of Preſcience alit- 
tle more particularly. And firſt, there is a 
kind of Fore-knowledge of certain things, 
thac Man is capabe of, as namely, Changes 
of the Moon, Ecclipſes of both the great Lu- 
minaries, various Phaſes, Conjunttions and 
Conſigurations of Planets, Occultations of 
Fixed Stars, with divers other Phenomena : 
All theſe by Calculation, may be foreſeen 


_— 


'. for many years, and foretold even toa few 


Minutes. The King's Obſerver,(for Exam- 
ple) or any other. Curious Allronomer, 
knows of theſe Appearances before they 
come, and when to watch them at the Ob» 
ſervatory. But is thereany Man fo pleaſant, 
as to ſay, that the Aſtronomers Skill is the 
cauſe of an Eclipſe? or, if Menſr. Heveling 
can tell when ſome of the fixed Stars will 
diſappear, that therefore he hides them can- 
ningly, and will not let the World ſee them ? 
Now why ſhould not humane Preſcience, in 
its kind and degree, have a power of ceter- 
mining the Events foreſeen, as well as Di- 
vine ? and what's the realon that this fore- 
_ has not the leaſt cauſality upon thele 
Effects 2? [uppole it will be anſwered, be- 

| caute 
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cauſe they depend upon certain regular and 
conſtant Motions of the Celeſtial Bodies, 
which have been ever ſince the World be- 
pan ; and the like Appearances that arenow, 
ave been heretofore ; and will be again, fo 
long as the World ſhall continue ; ſo that 
this Fore-knowledge is little more than 
RecolleCtion of whatis paſt. For as it would 
have been a rare thing to have foretold an 
Eclipſe before ever there was any, ſo would 
it be an eafie matter for a Man of ordinary 
Skill, to prediR thoſe that ſhal) happen unto 
the Worlds end,provided he were furniſh- 
ed with an'exaG} Hiſtory of all thoſe that 
have been from the Begining. 

Let us now examine whether theſe,or the 
like Reaſons, may not be of force inthe bu- 
fineſs of Divine Preſcience ; and in order 
thereunto, let us ſuppoſe ſome point of cime, 
like that of the Falian Period, before the 
Creation, wherein the World was not yetin 
being. There was then in God, (1.) The 
Power and Vertue of educing this ſame 
World out of Non-exiſtence into Being. 
(2.) A Willrodoir, in ſuch time and man- 
ner as ſeemed good unto himſelf. (3.) A 
perfect 7dea or Proſpett of this great Work 
tn all its parts and Succeſſion, and all this 
from Eternity : This Idea, or want ataigge 
0 


: 
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| of all Things and Actions, that have been, 
| orever ſhall be, is what wecall Divine Pre- 
{cience ; it was antecedent to the aCtual Ex- 
iſtence of the World, bur lubſequent in or- 
der of nature 'unto God's Eternal Purpoſe of 
creating it, Now | appeal to the Reaſon 
of Mankind, wherher it is the Platform char 


builds the Houle, or whether we ought to 


refer the cauſe of the Worlds produttion' 


anto this Jdea, or rather tothe Concurrence 
of Divine Will and Power. 

If it be ſtill urged, That God*s Fore: know- 
ledge of Events mult of neceſſity produce the 


ro paſs. 


ſame, ſince what he foreknows 1s ſure to come 


ic may eaſily be an{wered, that 


what God forelees, is indeed certain; but 


ſach certainty doth not conſiſt inthe fore. 
ſight, bur in the caules foreſeen; and tho'the 
effect will furely come to pals, yetnot with. 
out its proper caules ; of which caules, fore- 


knowledge can be none at all, unleſs it could 


be both the Cauſe and Efrect of the fame. 


thing, which is impoſſible, 


Ob). But how can God's Fore-bnowledge be 
called an Effet, which doth ever ſuppdſe an 
antecedent Cauſe ? For ſince you grant it to 
bave been from Eternity, if it be an Effet, 
it muſt be an Eternal One, whoſe antecedent 
Cauſe muſt therefore be fetcht from beyona' 
Etermity. 


[ 


— 
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Eternity, Nor have you yet ſufficiently ex- 
plained how far, or whether 'you admit there 
may be ſuch a thing, as Fore-knowledge of what 
is already paſt, which was objefted before. 

To this laſt part of the Objection | have 
already aid, ( if it be conſidered) what a- 
mounts to a ufficient Anſwer ; but yet | ſhall 
endeavour to be a little plainer. 

Firſt then, that God did foreknow the 
things that are now paſt, as wel} as what are 
to come, is by no means to be doubted ; 
but to ſay, that he does now foreknow what 
is already paſt, is Non-ſenſe, becaule itinf: 
plies the futurircy of what is elapſed ; as if l 
ſhould ſay, Gad fore. knows the Deluge, or 
the Building of Babel ; this would be contra- 
diction in point of time, as though the things 
were yet tocome, which are long ſince paſt ; 
but it's proper to ſay, God did foreknow 
them. 

But Secondly, the Notion I aim at, will 
beſt be apprehended, by remembring 
always to diſtinguiſh between the rea/ and 
the vertual Exiſtence of things ; the former 
15 drought forth in time, and therefore | tay, 
God did foreſee from Eternity ; but | can- 
not ſay lo of the latter, which being it ſelf 
Eternal, can admit no priority in point of 

time. Asfor inſtance, 10000 years ags the 
World 
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World was not extant, and ſomething 
doubtleſs will be hereafter, which is nor 


now; but there never was, nor ever will be 


| 


any thing extant, but what is, or was, Vir- 
tually, exiſtant in God, and clearly viſible 
to bis all-ſeeing Eye from all Erernity; there- 
fore God's Qmaniſcient View, or [dex of all 
things, being antecedent to the Creation, 
but tubfequent in order of Nature to the 
Vertual Exiſtence of the World, is Fore. 
knowledge with reſpect to the one; but 
Contemplation or Intuition in reſpect of the 
other. 1f we look forward to the Creation, 
it is Preſcience ; but if we look back upon 
Eternity, it is the reſulr of Divine Will and 
Power,or it is God's beholding in himſelf the 
Platform of his Defign, which ( as 1 ſaid be- 
fore ) is an effect of the Divine Purpole, to 
build a world : which Purpoſe is the higheſt 
Link in the Chain of Cauſaliry, even as the 
firſt ſtep of So/omon towards building ofthe 
Temple was this, * Behold, ] purpoſe to 
build an Houſe unto the Name of the Lord my 
Ged. Ir is true, that God is infinite and Erer. 
nal in all his Attributes, and fo there can be 
no Precedence amongſt them in order of 


* time, yetin order of Nature there muſt be 


| Priority, fince God cannot be ſaid ro behold 
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a pure Nothing, to ſee, know, and behold, 
are Relative Terms, and. do/ever ſuppole 
{omething to be leen, known, or beheld. 
Thirdly, As for the other part of the Ob- 
jection againit an Ecernal Effect, ic will lye 
as bard apainſt our Bleſſed Saviour, who is 
the Erernal Son of God, the brightneſs of his 
Fathers Glory, the Expreſs Image of his Per» 
ſon, and the Efe& of his Love to Mankznd. 
Thele allo are reJative Terms, a Son ſuppo- 
{es a Father; an Image, or Copy, ſuppoles 
an Original, yetnone ſurely doubts the Eter- 
nity ofhim who laid the foundations of the 
Earth,and whoſe Throne is for ever and ever. 
I put the Queſtion even now, what the 
reaſon was, that the Aſtronomers. Skill and 
Fore-knowledge ofthe Celeſtial Phenomema, 
had not the leaſt influence to caule the ſame ? 
and I gave this Anl{wer, becaule thele Phe- 
nomena did depend upon certaia Motions of 
the Heavenly Bodics, which were regular, 
and had been from the beginning of the 
World'; and ſo it was but enquiring into 
theſe Motions, and the Fore-knowledge of 
Ecliples, Conjunctions, and the like, would 
follow by conſequence, Letit be now de- 
manded, why Divine Preſcience had not 
any caulality or influence upon the Creati- 
on ? 
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on ? and [ ſhall anſwer this Queſtion juſt af 
ter the ſame manner z namely; becauſe the 
Creation did depend upon the W.il] and Purs 
pole of God, which is the firſt Mover, the 
Fountain-Cauſe of all things, and was from- 
Eternity. Omniporence it felf,; andeven. 
infinice- Goodneſs, would, ſeem barren. and 
unſruicful without a Will.to Act, for-what- 
ever God made ia Wildom, and ruleth by 
his Power, were wrought afterthe * Coun. 


| ſel of his own Wall. nor 1s there any ry, in. 
in 


Heaven or jn Earth, that can preſcribe 
point of caulality ) unto the Bleſled. Will of. 
God: 'Tis no more then, but Gods behold- 
ing,or taking a View ofhis own Purpoleand. 
the. Fore- knowledge.of the. future World. 
maſt follow by conſequence, which Fare- 
knowledge is nothing elſe, but the Proſpe@t 
of what was potentially exjſtencin hinzlelf,. 
from everlaſting, as hath been ſaid. _, 
From the foregoing Diſcourle:it may;ap= 


pear; that Divine Prefcience, as fych, cans - 


not in propriety of . Speech be ſaid to have - 
created.the. World, nor to have had w £&b- 
ficacious . influence thereupoy ;. and it; we - 
coalult the.Scripture,; we ſhall find the fame 
yeranore evident ; There we find that Gog - 
laid ÞiLersberebe Heh, anduchere wazlighy, 
A __ Tax: 
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That,* by the Word of the Lord were the Hea- 
vens made, + and all the hoſt of them 'by the 
breath of bis Adonth. || That the Worlds 
were framed bythe Word of God. (a) And 
that He npholds af things by the Word: of bis 
Power. | Now whether-we take the Word 
of God for his Power, or for his powerful 
Command, or for the manifeſtation-of his 
Will, ( as itis frequently-uſed/in Scriprure 
under theſe and ſundry other acceprations ) 
it will till come ro rhe ſame thing, and what 
I am pleading for ; but I do not -obſerve it 
ever taken for Prefcience, nor will the Bible 
( 1 think ) afford an Inſtance of any Canſali- 
ty aſcribed thereunto;z but on the contrary, 
many Scriptures do clearly evince Divine 
Preſcience, and atthe ſame time aſcribe the 
Events foreſeen to other Cautles, which 
muſt-needs'be very much to the matter m 
hand ,- Iſhal} niention- twa; or three, ' -- 

- ,-PFixſt,” Ouy Saviour Chrift ( as wasnoted 
before Yis faid to know ali rhings that ſhould 
come upon him ; and yet his being delivered 


-ento death by the Zews, ts attributed to their 


ihnorones ;' For had they known, they would 
have erncified the Lord of Glory, 
8condly,'Tn the 29h. Chap. of: Se. Lcke's 
Goſpel, (4 our Lord Chriſt forerold ( and 


there- 


*Plab- 33. A T Heb, z L. 3. i[Heb, 4 3+ (4) Ver. 4344. | 


and Man's Free Agency. 35. 


therefore certaioly he foreknew it ) that E- 
nemies would caſt « Trench about Jeruſalemy + 
that they would layat even with the Ground: 
and not leave one ſtone upon anether. Should: 
Preſcience havethele diſmal Effects, it might. 
be thought te. bes very maliguaat thing ; and 
that which belongs to. God as a Divine Pere 
feQion, could not he cleared from being he 
Canſe of. much. Evil, But let us note : 
God fooliſhly, fince weare iaformed ofche- 
true cauſe in the verynext Words; namely, .. 
Beoauſe thou kneweſt not the time of chy viſitas 
rad Jogr fa 
: Thirdly, Ine PapgRorp: ot Floſony it-is* 
ſaitd pe ory ji errne a nods us | 
fall in therr Inmrquityy and that they ; 
T4 gt Cha drives with Whirlwind ons - 
of the floor, and. as ſmoak, our of the Chinmey... 
Was, this Fore-knowledge the cauſe of thac : 
doſtruttion'? No ; for ic 1s-preſemily added, 
0-4{ract, theu baſt deſtroyed thy ap 
_-..Agaio, the Prophet Exekrel is commaund-! 
ed ro lay unto the Prince of Tyrms, iT has: 
Strangers, the termible of tha Narrony,: ſhall / 
ms Fry's os Beanty of thy;; 
Wi and they (het difile brigbine(s.,. 
and bring thee r<ken wen 4, And ſhall + 
thiscome upp himbecauſe God foreſaw-it? * 
F/ 2: No,, 
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N6;' but becauſe rhbine heart warlifred up ; 
and thou baſt ſaid, I'am a God. + 

Laſily, To name no more, St. Paul ex- 
horting * to ſtedfaſtneſs in the Faith, fore- 
tells the Coming of the- Man of Sin, which 
would be _ the working of Satan, with all 
Power and Signs; and Lying'Wondeys';'/ that 
there would be-a falling awayfrom the truth, 
and men ſhould believe Lyes,»hat (b they might 
be damned. Now ſhouldany Man to requite 
St. Paul for his Care of the Church; as to 
lay the'blame of all theſe {ad Conſequences 
upon him, 1 know not whether would be 
greater, the Folly or Wickednels'of fuch a 
Charge ; and it'would beyet worſs, 'tolay 
the fault upon the 'Spirit 'by*which” he 
ſpake, as coming near to Blaſphemy againſt 
= Holy Ghoſt. But the Text carries 
the Cauſe along- with the Effect, name- 
ly, -+ 'Betauſe they received net the love of the 
Truth, that they might be ſaved, for this cauſe 


God ſhall: ſend them ſtrong | Deluſſons, &c. 


'When truth has offer'd ic ſelf by Miracles, 
and all poſſible demonſtrations unto the 
minds of Men, and will not be-received, it 
is a fignabpiece of Juſtice, ro give them over 
ro believea Lye. Buthere firſtthe crue Phy- 


| fitian of a Chriſtian Soul a@mpnifheth it 
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ſafery and* it's danget 3 it's: fafety;- 707 ro be 
ſoon ſhaken ; and it's danger of being deciey. 
ed : Now, ifthe Soul-reje&t both the Phy. 
fitian and his Advice, and having wilfully 
it ſelf into the Hands of an-Jgnoramu; is 
deſtroy*d by:him ; nothing in che World'can 
be more ridiculous, than to blame the time- 
ly Warning and Foreſight of the good' Phy. 
itian. FOE 
7 Obje&. But as concerning theſe and other 
Prophetick Scriptures, | meet with this Sa/- 
vo, namely, That whatever God ſoretells,he 
doth by his power inforce the nec 67 ge 
and: fulfiling of the ſame. ' *For (lay theſe 
Perſons )- rho' God knows all things knowable, 
yet ſuch Events as are contingent,” or depend 
upon the fluttuating,and nndet ermind Wills of 
Men, are never knowable till they are brought 
to'paſs ; and therefore God cannot. foreknow 
them.” But now,” what God' will have brought 
to-paſs, and whereof he gives Notice to the 
World by bis Prophets, he doth bend and impel 
Hens Minds to do them, and by an irreſiſt able 
#n fluence bring them to effe(F. 
\ This Argument indeed ſtrikes home; the 
only danger is, thatit goes too far; and will 
prove what the Patrons of it ſeem highly to 


- oppaſe. Nonecan pretend a-greater concern 


for the Honour of God, than thole that de. 
Fa claim 
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claim agginſt what they call Horrendum.De- 
cretumz yet this Hypotheſis of theirs will 
force them to admit; the very ſame thing, 
and will make God the Author of Sin with 
an high hand. For if io reference to all ſuch 
things as are, foretold by Prophecy, there 
— not be admitted any thing contingent, 


nor purely voluntary, . as falls. our in other 


affairs ; but all ſuch Events are brought a- 


bout by abſolute force ; what is this but a. 


fatal and inevitable Decree ? And how can 
ſecond Canfſes fall under any blame, fince 


they are infallibly predetermin'd by God's. 


Almighty Pawer ? Hence it will follow,that 
the Fews and the Romen Soldiers, were no 
more to be blamed for-their Injuſtice and 
Cruelty to the Bleſſed Jeſus, than a Watch 
is for going too faſt, when the Spring is ſet 
too high,. or made too ſtrong for the Move- 


ment. And if the fault be not .m ſecond 


Caules, it muſt of neceſſity lyenponthe.firſt, 


It will bein vain to alledge, that they had. 


been grievous Sinners formerly,. and there- 


fore God juſtly gave them up afterwards to . 
hardneſs of Heart, For, * The Lamb was. 


flain from the foundation of the World, the' 
not actually, yet 10 as-to be the Object -of 
Divine Preicience, unleſs-you. will ſay, he 


was 
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was {lain from the foundation of the World, 
and yet God knew not of it. It was then 
foreknown unto God, that the Lamb would 
he actually lain, before they that lew him 
had done good ar evil. So that f God do 
enforce whatever he foreknows, then they 
who crucified our. Saviour, were under 2 
neceſſity of doing it, from the foundation 
of the World ; and they who ſhall be ſedu- 
ced by Antichriſt to believe a Lye, and ſo 
be damned, bave been about ſixteen hun- 
dred years under a fatal Decree of Damng- 
tion. And even Adem, whom all Men granc 
to have had Free- will, auſt haye been un- 
der a neceſſity of falling ; unlels we ſhall ſup. 
poſe, that when God foreordained his dear 
Son for a * Sacrifice, he did not know to 
what End, But the Lamb flaindoth ſuppole 
Sinto-be attoned, and that implies Sinners : 
Now there could. not be Sinners, but ſome 
Body muſt fin firft, and that being the fir 
Man Adam, muſt ( by this Argument ) 
have ſinned, not out of choice, but una- 
voidable neceſſity, which is a moſt horrid 
and impious abſurdity. 

Thus we have at hand three pregnant In. 
ſtances, which do mightily expoſe the 
weakneſs of the QbjeCtian 2 The Siwnof 

Adam, 
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Adam, the Death of Chriſt, the Deſtrufts- 
on of Feruſalem. The firſt of theſe appears 
to have been certainly foreknownunto God, 
and yet none denies that Adam had power 
to have ſtood innocent. The ſecond was 1o 
particularly foretold: by our Saviour him- 
{elf, that the very Perſons were pointed out, 
who were the chief-Actors in-it'; yet Had 
they known, they would not have truoified the 
Lord of Glory. The third likewile was 
largely and punCtually prophecied; yer had 
* Feruſalem known in her day, the things 
which belonged to her peace, Chiiſt ſays, 
+ He wonld have gathered her Children to- 
gether, as the Hen gathereth her Chickens 
wnder her wings,” but ſhe would not, So that 
in thefe great Events, we may ealily dif- 
cern a relerv'd condition, and an- evident 
poſſibility of having been otherwiſe, tho? 
they were all known unto: God from the 


" Foundation of the World. For in-caſe of 


ripht Judgment and Information-( poſſible 
enough to have been attain'd ) Adam had 
not ſinned, Chriſt had not ſuffered, Fernſa- 
lem had not been ruin'd. They were all 
indeed forefeertin theix Caules, and:thoſe 
Cauſes were; {ure to produce their, proper 
Effects ſo far. as they, were-permitted ; that 
is, 


ett did. 
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is, God forelaw,: that Men lefc totheir Li. 
berties and their Luſts, would make a falſe 
Eſtimate of things, and would be ſure to 
at accordingly ; bur yet fuch foreſight had 
no-'Cauſality upon! fuch, Aftions, as hath 
been ſaid ; nor could there be any inforce- 
ment from God upon ſuch Events, where- 
by the Liberty of free Agents was in the 
kaſt diminiſhed, if che Scriptures be admit- 
ted for truth. 
-: Buthere I would not be. miſunderſtood, 
as if I thought God to be an unattive be. 
holder of all thoſe TranſaQtions which are 
foretald by Prophecy + Surely he is too 
much a Cauſe of all things, to be a Nude 
Speftator ofany one Action ; and certain E- 
vents I grant to have been as well predeter- 
min'd as prophecy'd, of which 1 ſhall give 
Inſtance prelſently.. When God | 496-Any 
to have any thing brought about, he can ea. 
lily ſer Agents at work,and remove Impedi- 
ments ; he can turn Mens Hearts like Ri- 
vers of Water, yet never ſo, as to putany 
preternatural force upon the Will to do evil. 
For the courſe of Divine Providence, 
( tho' inviſible to us ) I conceive to be fo 
laid, and things dependent ( by God*sdilpo- 
ſal )in ſuch a Series and Concatenation,that 
various Cauſes and Contingents ſhall con- 
Cur 
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cur to operate upon Mens Faculties, in fuch 
ſort, as to make them willing to act their 
Parts,(unknown oft-times unto themſelves) 
in order to effeQt the Almighty's Purpoſe. 
Upon which Acc6unt I'am apt to believe, 
that even in reference to thole Events thar 
are under a pere Decree, moſt of 
the Aftors that bring them about, are as 
much free Apents, as is the Husband- man 
in his choice of a fir ſeaſon to plow bis 
pres Bur however, the things 1 main- 
Y 


infiſt upon! are theſe, that fince Men.de+ 
rive that ſtrengthfrom God, by which they 
Blaſpheme bis Name,and violate his Laws, 
God muſt be the primary Cauſe of thoſe 
Attions, bur not of the Will wherewirh they 
are done. That kedoth-not Enforce the Vo- 
lirtens wnto Evil, 8nd yet he fore-knows 
them: And that in divers Inſtances ir doth 
appear, that thoſe Events and Actions have 
been foreknown unto God, of which the 
immediate Inſtraments have been free and 
voluntary Agents,as hath already been made 
evident. 

There is yet another part of the Objefon 
to be conſidered, namely, Thar future con- 
tingents are not knowable. 1 confels, they 


are inſcratableto us, to whom they are con- ſj; ; 


tingent, but ta God there can be no ſuch 
thing ; 
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thing; for tie that makes any thing contin- 
genr unto God, leaves him obnoxious ts 
Surprize and plan. werent) and conſe- 
quently under great Difficulty 6f Governing 
the World. For the clearing of this point 
fer us lay down for a ground-work ( what 
hope is not denied by any that I am concern- 
ed with, namely, that God Almighty 
knows moſt perfectly all chings preſent ; 
and ſet us ſee wherher this wilknor both in- 
fer the knowledge of things to come, and 
rake away all contingency with reſpe un- 
to God. And by the way, let us obſerve 
the knowledge of Mankind, which tho” 
very dim and imperfect, even in things 
now exiſtenr, and before our Eyes, yetex- 
rends in ſome degree to things both paſt and 
future. The Hiſtorian is acquainted witkt 
many revolurions of former Apes, and'fronr 
a parity of Reaſon may foreſee fome that 
areto come. The Phyſician, that under- 
ſtands.in any competent Meafure the Nature 
of a Medicine, knows from whence it de 
rives it's Original, what are it's conſtituent 
Principles, and how it will operate. The 


Mechaoiſt thar underſtands an Engine, 
knows how it was made, the partsof which 
it is compoſed, and what Feats it will per- 
form, The I that enquires into 

2 the 
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the Reaſons of Things, and the Agency of 
Bodies, with the various AﬀeCtions of Mat- 
ter and Motion, ,can tell before hand the 
tuccels of divers Experiments anJ Under- 
takings, which are in the dark to other 
People. And the Aſtronomer can tell the 
future Appearances of Heaven, as was no- 
ted before. Now if all this,and much more, 
reſult from Man's imperfect knowledge of 
a few. things, we muſt ſure conclude ſome. 
thing further from God*s moſt perfect 
knowledge of all things, eſpecially if we 
add hereunto, the conſideration of his Do- 
minion and Soveraignty over all Creatures. 

The World isa great Machine or Engine, 
which God made at firſt, and til] upholds, 
its Being and Motion by the Word of his 
Pawer : Notſo much as an Atome can ſtir 
but by Vertue derived from him. Shall we 
then think that the great Operator knows 
not the parts of * his own Work, or can 
be ignorant of its Motions, or of the Influ- 
ence that one part hath upon another ? lr is 

ſible a Curious Artiſt may makea piece 
of Watch.-work to repreſent all the viſible 
Motions of the Heavens, and to meaſure 
out time to an incredible degree of Exact- 
neſs; The Maker of ſuch a piece muſt needs 

knoy 
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know it's Numbers, how long 'it will go, 
how one Motiondepends upon another,and 
one Wheel drives on another; nor can he 
be ignorant, thar if he ſuffer the ſprings-to 
randown, and Wind them up no more, the- 
Motions will ceaſe, and! his. Contrivance 
will become” altogether uſeleſs :..Or if by 
any other means, 'he ſtop ſome of the Mo- 
tions for a time, they cannot ſtir:till he 
gives them liberty, tho' the reſt are going 
in the mean while, ' Thus the Divine Arche- 
tell, that framed. the World, knows all it's 
Parts and Inflaences, ! all it's — 
of Motion, all the Caules of every Effect: 
with their Connexion and Dependence;and 
the Agency of every particle of-:nrurtet 
chroughont the Univerſe. Hei kriowsfor 
what duration-he defign'd it's Motion: amd 
Exiſtence, and- the time when'* Heaven 
and Earth ſhall paſs away. Nor can he be 
tgnoranr, that if he wichdraw:the Springs 
of Life, his ſupporting providence fromany 
Creature, or: from the waoje World, it 
mutt fink” into.a ſtate of Inactivity or: Anoi- 
hilation, Now as ic would be an idle Fan- 
cy to think, that in ſuch a \Watch, there 
ſhould ſtart vp:ſome new Mo ion, not de-- 
lign'd,and uncxpeted by the Maker : So ij 

3 !S. 


— —_— _—_— — 


66 Of God's Foreknowledze, 


; J6 far more extravagant to telk of any thing 
contingent in reſpect of God, in as much 
25 his Work is perſe(t, and he can com- 
mand a punCiual obſervance of thoſe Laws 
and Rules which he himſelf hath given to 
the Creation, whilſt * Fire end Hail, Snow 
end Vapour, Stormy Iiind fulfl bis Word. 

The Sum is this: God Almighty knows 
moſt /porlettly all things. pretevt ; that is, 
the hjeden ſprings of Action, and all the fa. 
rent caules now operating ; the Nature and 

Wermes of al) things in dcing, with the ut. 
molt extent of their powers and influence, 
are all manifeſt in his ſight ; but ſince natv- 
ral things do not work i» an inſtant, their 
force and efficacy muſt extend to future 
time, 46 © may not ſay, till timeſhall hens 
more; forone pant of Matter will ill ope-. 
rate upon another, whilſt Sun and Moan et 

dures. Naw fince God cannot know per. 
fectly the force of any Agent, bur ( atthe 

ſame time) he muſt know allo th< Ze ir 

will hava 2207, it's yatient, and how far a- 
gain that Patient will become active apon 
other things; it will follow, that if God 
did not know things to come, he mult of 
neceſſity be ignorant of a thouſand things 


preſent; for as the knowledge of Caules _ 
| Prer® 


* Plalm 148. 8. 


| 


——_— —  —— i lads nd 


- vc. AK 2 


and Man's Free Agency. 


| plies the knowledg e of f Effects, ſo doth the the 


not knowing of E ets ao1voidably infer 
the ignorance of Cauſes... And .as he that 

draws one Link of an extended Chain,draws 
the whole, and the Motion of one of the 
Globuli, moves thole chat are you yous,. 
and thole again others _ it is 
impoſkble'to know any one t « 4% Teſts 


ly: without. the knowledge 

God's'moſt bane vas falog 

_ muſt imply the knowledge E 
things future, 


be may be ſaid, Thos all this 6, NL with 
& unto inanimate ee pp ar 'Þ 
66s from an: myernal: Pr 
left to the Litre o ics ihe no - Ay 
or ſuſpend bis: Attion; and 
fe -many things may — vf 
Will, thas *tis yery nnoertan 
rwo he willcbooſa, wittl b- Dave. fetually 
choſen. +3; 
Uncertain .dodbtieſs it is-t9.gihet. "Men, 
and'ofc- times ro a Man's 481f,, what he will 
do.in.fome' cales ; burumo.Gqd it cannot 
be ſa, for chele two Realons elpecially : 
Finſt, The Hears indeed is lo deceurful, 
that ſar.a Man to fir:4 owe the Swbtilties 0 ' fo 
own ,*is na caſte diiquiſtriqn-; ang it muſt be 


yet 
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ver harder to know-another/Man's. Bur; 
* God ſets not' s Man' ſees; he not only: 
looks'tpon the hear, buc he looks into it! 
FH ſearches and rievit; Heknows rhe maſt 
intimate Secrets of the Soul, and 15a diſcern- 
er of the thoughts and intents; all Creatures 


arg manifeſt mi his fight; (all naked and open: 
be 


ba Eyes: It 4s/ impoſſible | then ithey 

fd JetGive hid 'or-act beyond oneon-: 

(ary to” Qtation-For;fincewords 
ind'aQtionsf6w/(asftrzams from a Forn-; 
tain ) out of the abundance of the:: Heart, 
it ybald be ſtrange that God:ſhotld: know 
Ractly whar't mn > 
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*Serordly;" Since" the "Principles. From 
whence all hurhane Actions do proceed,may 
be redaced to two, namely, thote of Na. 
tureand Grace,” and God ; muſt know. the. 
Effigacy of them both, in as much as the-one; 
ofocretiorvihs work of his Hands, 'and 
the'other from the operation of his Spirit ; 
it muſt follow that:God cannot be: ignorant 
how far Truth-of Errour; Vertuegr Vice, 
Equity or Injuſtice, Reaſon or Fallacy, Re- 
lipion or Intereſt will -prevail_/upon. any 
Man; either in his/Natyral Capaciey;or un. 
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der fucha Meaſure: of Grace as he-beſtows 
upon bim for that purpoſe. For as he knows 
the-force.of natural Agents, and the diſpoſi- 
tion of every Patient to receive, or togepel 
their Agency ; fo can he not be ignorant of 
the Efficacy of that Vertue, which proceeds 
more1immediately from\himſfelf, All which 
amounts :to.; thus much in. ſhort, that God. 
Almipdty is the:Fountain Caule and Sove-: 
raigniAnher of albthings} both:in the King- 
dom of! Nathre :2nd- rhat -of Grace:;. and. 
therefore muſt know the whole Series of 
Caufality fromthe beginning to the End. 
And ſince -rhat; awhich; 1s.an ,effet of one: 


| thing; becomes the Cauſeof another ;:he 


muſt equaly:know #he-things to.come as 
thoſe” preſent; wnle(s there be'ſome Effects, 
whiclr proceed fidt from; any Caule at all. 
. Let usnow canlider the Nature ofa Con- 
tingent,! and what it is that- ſhopld make 
Mea-think it cannot be foreknown. A Con- 
ringent. ('beſides the ſtricter Notion as it fig- 
nies.the effect of a: voluntary caule ). may 
be, as I apprehend, more {trieily.taken, for 
the :encountring, or meeting together of 
ſundry Effects, whole Caules do not appear 
to have had any Connexion. As. when a 
Spring-tide,a Land-flood,and a Storm from 
ine Sea, happening at once, do make an 
| N- 
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Inandation. Or when a Traveller in his 
Journey meets with a ſhower.. Or two 
Friends ſetting out from ſundry Ports, meet 
ina far Country, without deſigning it, or 
-knowing one ofanother. Now a high wind 
and a Spring Tide, a Journey and a Shower, 
have each of them C ſufficient to pro- 
duce them, but they are contingenteach to 
other, as alfo in re{pe& of us, who not 
knowing that ſuch caufes were operating, 
could-:not foreſee the effects. | But the caſe 1» 
not fo with God, it is not yet come to that 
paſs, that becauſe Men cannot foreſee con- 
tiagent Events, that therefore we muſt con- 
clude, that God cannot do itneither.. For as 


Wind and Weather are io his Hands, and 


his Will, ſo Voluntary goot Actions 

foe? otigimilly from the: Holy Spirit, and 
evil AQtions are permitted, as'the Devils 
were to emer into the Swine :' Nor can 
wicked Agents go- -one' bair's ' breadth 
beyond their appointed limits. And'even 
permilien it ſelf doth- imply” Fore-know+ 
kdge; for how can any.one be ſaid co have 
permitted,” what he knew nor of before ic 
was done ? I hope, that to evade this Ar- 
gument there's none will ſay, that God gives 
to wicked men a general Licence to: do 
what they pleaſes whit he in the mean 
time 


a> Fw FA abs cz .DTCc a: ew cc...”  _ _. 


and Man's Free Agency. 78 


time knows not in particular, what wick: 
edneſs they will commir, until they have 
acted it, Far befidesg that this Character 
is exactly ſuited unto Satan in his Kingdom 
of Darknels, it deſtroys Divine Providence 
root and branch ; for how can God limic, 
or over- rule to his own good Ends and Pur- 
poles, thoſe Events whereof he hath na 
particular forefight 2 or how can he be (aid 
in ſac} a caſe to govern the World at all. 
But as concerning the Nature of.a Yolun- 
tary Action, I haveipoken before ; | (hall 
enly add in this place, that ſince God knows 
moſt perfectly the heart of Man, and 
What cauſes ave intereſted in formipg of his 
Judgment z how far the Will follows the 
Dictate of the Underſtanding, and of righs 
Reaſon, or whether it is captivated by Sen» 
wal Appetire, and by the luſts that war in 
bis Members: Since God ( lſay) doth 
infatlibly know the Springs of all Actions, 
whe. her from Senſe, from Realon, or from 
Grace,and to What degrees any hind of Ex+ 
ternal or Internal farce-can; bend thele 
Springs ; he maſt of neceſſity know what 
Man ( purely leſt to his own Faculties ) 
will do upon any occaſion. 
I have inſifted langer upon this Objettion, 
as allo upon the Non-cauſality of Divine 
Pre- 
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Preſcience, than ſome perhaps will think to 
have been neceſſary ; but becauſe the ſence 
of the  Objeftion is laid to come from Per- 
ſons of very great Learning and Reaſon, 
and [did my ſelf hear it ſtrongly urged, 
that Preſcience muſt needs cauſe the things 
Foreſeen; I thought it not amiſs to enlarge a 
tHttle upon both the Pofnts,in-order to clear 
them upto common Underſtandings ; but 
whether I' have done it to Satisfaction, | 
muſt leave tothe Readers Judgment. The 
fum'of what'I have faid in reference to this 
faſt mentioned ( which I diſcourſed of be- 
fore ) is this, that to affirm Divine Preſci- 
ence to have a Caofality,'in ſuch ſort, that 
the Eyents foreſeen 'conld noripoſſibly have 
falleh but other wiſe;is Abſurd,and it isfale. 
It is Abſurd becauſe it purs the Cart before 
the Horſe, and makes that to be a cauſe 
which is purely an effect; and it is Falſe, 
becauſe it is contrary to the word of Truth, 
contained in- the Scriptures. I ſhall: now 
conchads''this part of my Eſſay, with the 
words -of the'Schoolman';. * Neque binc 
etiam fit, ut per hanc Preſcientiam, Dew 
3mponat neceſſitatem aliquam.-rebus ſic cogni- 
ti, quia hec Scientia, ut ſic, non eſt earum 
cauſa. It doth nit follow from' hence, that 
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God by bis Fore-knowledge impoſeth any ne- 
Ceſſity upon the things ſo known, becauſe this 
knowledge, as ſuch, 1s not the Cauſe of them, 

But before I come to the laſt part of my 
Deſign, I muſt make a ſhort Digreſſion, to 
prevent an Objeftion that may ariſe from 
what [ ſaid not longago, namely, That the 
Divine Will was the fountain Cauſe of all 
things, as being the firſt Mover ; for no doubt 
God es the frb cauſe of all Motion, tho? he 
never determines any,exerted by a free Agent 
to 4 wrong, Objeit , and all things being 
wrought ( as the Apoſtle ſays) after the 
Counſel of his Will. From hence it may be 
urged, That tho' Divine Preſcience have no 
cauſality, yet ſince we grant that the Divine 
Will is the firſt cauſe of all things ;nor can we 
deny, that whatever God wills, he certainly 
foreſees ;, doth it not follow from hence, that 
all things muſt come to paſs according to the 
fixed Purpoſe and Preordination of God 
in ſuch ſort, that the Will of Man mu 
needs be over-ruPd and predetermin'd, and 
conſequently the free- agency of rational Crea- 
tures wholly evacuated ? 

I anſwer, this will by no means follow, 
as may appear from the conlideration of the 
following particulars. 

1. Though God foreſees whatever he 

| bs: will 
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will have brought to effect, yet we cannot 
fay on the contrary, that he wills every 
thing he fareſees. God, 'cis true, wills even 
the f{inful Actions, which he foreſees, bur 
with a will permiſſive of chem, not effec. 
tive; perfectly knowing ( asa Wiſe Man 
would ſhrewdly gueſs ) what Perfons, fo 
and fo inclined, will do in ſuch and fuch 
Circumſtances, being _ Inabled, not Im- 
pelled, to act, and being left to follow their 
own Inclinations. And fo he may certainl 
foreſee many things, which he never wills 
by a poſitive and effectively determinative 
will. He equally foreſees all things that 
come to pals, otherwife he would be de- 
ficient in point of Knowledge ; but we 
mult not ſay, he wills them 7. For 
that would be tro approve of evil, and fo he 
would be deficient in point of Goodneſs. 
For inſtance, he predetermin'd Iſrael's De- 
liverance fram tian Bondage, and he 
likewiſe foretold it : So that herein his Pur- 
poſe and Farefight run Parallel. But then 
he foretold Pharaoh's Obſtinacy in detain- 
ing the-People, at the ſame time when he 
wild him to let them go; and: herein his 
Foreſight and expreſs Will are quize contra- 
ry. He wills, that Mer ſhould fear the Lord, 


aud ſerve him in ſincerity and ineruth ; and 
| not 
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not only ſo, but that they ſhould do it out 
of * free choice, ariſing from a true Jadg- 
ment of things ; 0 he foreknows thar 
ſome will be D:ſobedienc, and Hniquity ſhell 
abound +. He wills, 'that his choſe: People 
be with him, and ſee 'bis Glory || 5 and he 
knowsit:ſhall be fo 3; he knows that others 
will dye :rbeir Sins, bur he hath ſworn he 
wills4rnor'(a). Whatever God hath pro- 
.claim'd, is an undoubted Object of Divine 
Preſcience ; but every Objet of Divine 
Preſcience is not therefore preordain'd, nor 
agreeable to his Will, Good things are e- 
gually che Objects of Divive Pleature and 
Foreſight 5 but we cannot fay the like of 
Evil. We may ſay indeed, that God forc- 
fees an Evil Action, but we cannot ſay he 
would have it done, nor that he hath pow- 
erto doit; for both theſe would imply a 
contradiftion, fince 'tis purely inconſiſtent 
with the Divine Nature to have either 
Willor Power to do evil. 

A ſecond Confideration is this, That tho' 
the Divine Will be truly and unchangeably 
one and the fame, yer is it diſtinguiſhable 
according to a threefold difference of things 
about which it is converſant. As firff, when 
| God 


| =p "—F Mat. 24:12, Jo. 12. 2 
Joſs 34 re bw Þl JO. 17. 24» 


God deſigns to bring about ſomeſpecial act 
of his Providencein the World, asthat Pro- 
miſe made to” Abrabam, * Unto thy Seed 
will I give this Land ; in this reſpect his 
Will is Poſitive and Irrefiſtable, nor can all 
the Powers of Earth and Hell, put one Mi- 
nutes ſtop unto his Parpole or Decree, 

But Secondly, when God commands any 
thing to be done by his People, as their 
Dury,and for their Good, he deals not with 
them as inanimate Creatures, but as ratio- 
nal Ones; he propoſes unto them a Rule or 
Law, with the Benefit of obſerving it; as 


for Example, Honour thy: Father and thy 


Atther, that thy days may be long inthe 
Land, &c. But he doth not inforce the 
obſervation of this Law, upon all thoſe to 
whom it is given ; for {ſo there would be 
no Tranſgrefſion. He propounds it to their 
choice, expecting a Voluntary Obedience 
upon promilſeof a Reward, which reward 
cannot be commenſurate to an Obedience 
upon Force, Which properly is no Obedi- 
ence at all. In this ſenſe therefore his Will 
is Imperative, ' but not. Irreſiftablez for 
the ſtiff-necked are ſaid to reſiſt the Holy 
Gb. F:-- -- 103 8-12 65128-31712 
And Thirdly, when God forbids any 
thing 
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and Man's Eree Agency. 977 
thing to be done by. us, | that would, difho., 
nour him,and deſizoy our ſelves,and yet we- 
doit;. or when he commands,us any ihing,.. 
wherein we diſobey him, his Will istbere- 
in only permiſſive. Thus Sing tho' direct. 
ly oppoſite to the Command, 1s permitted,. 
And io God is ſaid to have Syfered.the 
peoples manners in the W, 29+ ag About dal | 


years,, % as allo intimes paſt,, he ſuffexedall 
Nations t0-walk iy their own mays... Not 
that their Ways were acceptable ro-him,or- 
agrecable to bis Will, ( in any other Jence - 
than that of awheſ LN much leſs efficay 
cioully influenced. by him. only they were - 
ſuffered for a time ta ran their,Courle, For, . 
having ſet before them Liſe. azd [Death 
partly.in his Wrizen, Law, and partly; 1Þ+ 
their own . canſcienees, and having; emey- 
ploy'daall ſujrable Means,Matives, and.Reg- - 
lonable Inducementy, or. their chooſing, af : 
the one, and refuſing of the other z..accord- 
ing to his. primary Iatedicion- of good unto > 
all, Men : I nothing les. than , Invincible - 
Grace will ſerve the:torn,..God.js natiobſts 
| ged to.fave all thoſe. asit were by. Miracle, 
that. will not be otherwile ſaved ;,and there - 
fore permitting» obſtipate Perſons. to reap; 
the fcuirs of. their. own Works, his ſeconda- 
| T2 PU 
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ry intention takes place, namely, the mani- 
feftation of his Power, Righteoulnels, and 
zauſt Severity apon impetirert ' Sinners, 
whereby alſo the.preciouſnelx of Grace and 
Mercy is the 'more conſpicuons to thoſe 
that receive it. 

Now, tho? like not by any means, that 
diſtmRAion of the Divine Will into Secret 
and Reveoled,; eſpecially ' when theſe two 
are made to contradict exch other ; as if ir 
were God's Secret Will that Men ſhould fin 
and be'damned, ' when his revealed Will 
bids themrepent and be ſaved; this is to ſtem 
the Current of Scripture, and in effect to 
make void both the Law and Gofpel, I 
fay, tho' I approve northis, nor ſhall I bor- 
TDw any of the School” Diftinftions'; yet I 


Thiok the Scriprire will allow ts to fay, that | 


the Divine Will is either Poficive, Precep- 
Yive, or Permiffive. By Poſitive | mean Irre- 
fiſtadle, mreference ro whatGod does him- 
Tf, or what he poſitively derermines to be 
Qone ; Preceptive'is with refpeR unto Laws, 
and Mens voluntary obedience thexeunto ; 
-Petmiſſive in reſpetof Sin. And yet this is 


fill the ſame moſt bleſſed and wnchanpeable | 


Wilt,” as it is the fame Sun-beams by which 
fome fort of Bodies are haruned, others 
melted, and a third calcined. 
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| taking, which is(0.a0/wer ſame of thole 0b- 
Joltiens, that are: wons: tg' purale divers 
People above this mencry 'bur l haye an- 


the way, and have cnlarged heyond my 


rewainder.; Far the Arengyh of what now 
remains, may beſlumm'd up in 3 very few 


many wards. -' 


tion, and what oughtto be proved | 
the. Objectians: een. have any force atall; , 
BOLISATS « fareknawledge ofthe : 


| itis {o far fram doing that, that\the yſe of / 
Means-and.lecond Caulcs, is therein ſuppow 
ſed and. imply'd, : 8s the Faupdacion of ſuch: 
Fareknowledge.- Far if it were poſlible, 
that che force and efficacy of Cauley cavld : 
be uncertainunto God, the. Forelighs of Ef-! 
fects would beſo toa, . Thus, for example, - 
if 6rs forglee that ſuch a Child thall live t& 1 
bea Man of Eminens . Learning, .doth this - 
Fore-Gght give him.-leare ta be idle, and 
bacame a Tian overy Say.? 'Now tbe +. 
3. 
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.. I come nawtohelelb parv my Under-. 


ſwared {þ many already, that have riſen by . 
pectation in what is paſt, that. { would - 
think, i; hauld ſpare ſome gyms in the - 
W 
Objeftions,) and anſwered. ( | bope ) in not - 


It iamatteraſeaſy Qbſervation, that the | 
Qbjectars-do till. ſuppole the thing 1% Quer 
re © 


makes yoid the .uſe of Means; whereas : 
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ObjeRars, - according to-their 'manner of 
arguing; moſt anſwer-imeeaſfirmaipe;and 
Jeave che Child? to'be made a Scholar by 
Miracle. -Batl anſwer, No;;forſuch a'\Fore- 
fght muſt havefare': Founquarion 5! iodoth 
therefore ſuppoſe; that God'for'his'/part,by 
his daily * providebce, will'contmue- unto 
him-a compererit meaſure of heafch;ſtrengch 
andcapacity /and-afford: him fir.means:and 
oppartunities of becoming® Learned' ; and 
thatthe Bay for hibparr, ' wilktudjouſly im- 
ploy and improve the ſame for the beftad: 
vantage to-thatEnd: - Let us now ſeethe fall 
firength- of what #s wont to-be objected in 


this matrer, 7 ooo AY OG 

:  Obj-1f-Goily Fore-knowledge doth aſce?- 
yain the Endy"to what purpoſe is the uſe of 
means ? An' Event "can bt move than ces 
vain 5 andif God forecſees that I ſhall cert ain: 
iy dye within a year, atl the Medicines in the 
Wor la will not make me live a day longer, But 


if ht fort ſren'f ſhall true cwerty years; 1 ſhatl 


nor ealyntad nt Plyſich!pbut 1 may for divers 


fon) daditpler a day into-a RIVES; oi into.rhd | 


Oc otng without any fear of drowning. I'can 
neither fall ſhort of, nor go beyond that fatal 


Peviod which'iirfixed in Divine Preſeiencet | 
bi. T bis Oly&tzonteems id make fore little | 


. Ao 


n0i:6; atid yer at moſt bats a-plaotibld 


king | 
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kind of: Fallacy, imploy'd only by. vulgar 
and untninking heads; but unworthy-a Man 
of good conſideration, lt is indeed anſwers. 
ed in what) hach been: already faid-; > bir 1 
ſhall add ſomething more in theſe'few par: 
ficolars:” As firſtly | | 
v1. This fort of Reafoning reſembles ſg 
much'that obthe Devil-to our Saviour, thar 
it may verywell ſcemro'challenge the ſame 
Auchot, HWGod forſees thou' ſhalt live ma. 
ny years, thon may*{tleap/intothe Sea, or 
throw thy ſelf down from Precipice,(fays 
the Objection) for thou muſt certainly live 
out 'irhy appointed time. --* /f thou be the 
San'sf God, cuft thy ſelf down from this Pro- 
rilitle of the Tempte; ( fays'the 'Devil J for 
be ſhall:give his Angels charge \ concerning 
rthee'+$; © Now/'asthepround'of that Secy- 
rity againſt Dangers, andſandry Evils men: 
tioned in the- 91ſt. 'Pſalm; at ver.'8, 'ig 


and Man's: Frie- Agency; 


omitted in'the' Devil's-:Quotation :: Ss the 


ground of God's Foreſight *and''eanſe of 
the Event foreleeny is. omitfed iwtheO5je- 
tHiahy ramely;/ aptudent" care to preſerve 
he: Andiaythe Son of:God was never like 
ro fall down and worſhip the Devil, - ſo.any 
ſober' Man that lives ro afoll Ape, is nor 


like to\&tempr. deiperate'ways to deſtroy 
or £1 Oo 


——_ nw him- 
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himſelf. The Anſwer: too, given. by qur 
Savique, is proper in this Cale; *: Thev 
ſhale not temps the Lord: thy Gad:» Fox ib he - 
fareſces che End, he foreires allo the means 
conducing therevato,:: which 16eans. God 
having graciouſly put.intg thing'own hands, 
why thould/t thou temps him to ſave:chy *Þ 
life by Miracle, when thou may? preſesve - 
ic by thy own Diſcretion ? Thus we lee, the 
Devils, Argument, and:thatiof-the Objecti-. ! 
Ong tan exacily-Paralle). OO? 27097 vi 
Secandly, The Fallacy of this: reaſoning . 
conſiſts partly in joining a Truth ang 9-Ballt,. 
ty together, and make the one to infer the | 
other, tho? there be no'Cannexjon between - | 
them ; and partly.in leaving qut the conll | 
deration of that whigh mujt be ſuppos d,te - 
make the {ence complent,- whether che ine. | 
ference be true or falſe; For inſtance, let - | 
this be the Argymear in ſhort : 
God foreſees the End,. therefare «t will a + 
come te paſs. £6 Tr 
1 ſoy here, the Propoſition is true, but the 
inference ( without . ſomething elſe ſyppa+ 
ſed ) is falle;; for if theillacive Particle there. 
fore, refer only to the ward fore/ve-, there - 
16 no good canlequence, ſince Forelight hath | 
.gor any Cauſality, as hath ( lhope). been 


proved, 


: » Mat. 4-7 


and Man's Free Apency. $ 
proved. That Divine Preſcience doth at; 
certain the End, istrue upon this. Account, 
rainty doth confif,borthar root meer oh 
tainty doth co tz Goth 
of ir folf, without th jon-of Cauſes, s 
proper means to effect that end, is falfe. 
God, by his Foreſight, lays no necefficy up- 
on the Event;; but he foreſess ir in its cau- 
ſes, of which humane Endeavours ordinars. 
ly-areno ſmall part. Therefore the lence of 
the Argument maſt, mthis manner, be com- 
pleated, belore it can be made to conelade 
any thing. | 
God foreſees the cauſes produttive of ſuch 
Effets, therefore ſuch Effet» will fol- 
low ; not from the. foreſiebt, bud from 
rhe cauſes foveſeen.  ' - uy 
Thirdly, Let us fuppoſe, that God fore- 
fees ſome {irong Man, vigorous and heatth- 
ful, (ſhall dye within a year, who- accord- 
ing to the Courſe of Nature might tive rwen: 
ty. If this be true, it muſt be erue a{lo, thae 
intemperance,neglect of means,or the like, 
muſt bring him ro it : Some cantegliere awuſt 
| be; bat naked Foreſight is-no' caute at al); 
Again, ſuppole God forefees,' that ſuch a 
| — 
* Neceſſias conſequentiz ig grgice probandi, nog eit © 
peceſſicas rei iptius 18 ordive cauland!. Bax:. Metb.p.r8 
J« fag. 45+ 
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perſon. will live: twenty years, If that be 
truegthen, thatheſhould attempt every day 
to.deſtroy; himſelf, muſt be falfe ; for if God 
foreſees:the one, ; he fortfees nor the other, 
becauſe.they-areinconſiſtent.. : He doth not 
foreſee: contradictions/to be trueg.or things 
to be that will never be; as once a wite 
Critick would - needs maintain, that whea 
Jonah was {ent to-preach unto Nineveh,God 
then forelaw, that City would be deſtray'd 
in forty days,tho' it flood many. years after. 
But God doth not forelee that Canles will 
produce ſuch Effects as are improper and 
umnpoſſible ; not that-Repentance will pro- 
duce Deſtruction, nor-that Pailon, Drown- 
ing,or Debauchery, will produce length of- 
days, and vertuous. prudence an untimely 
End. Ina word, Divine Preſctence beholds 
not things-1n parcels, , bur altogether in one 
View ::: Sees the Iſſues and Periods of fall 
things,not without, but in- conjunction with 
the proper.caules conducible thereunto. 

Fourthly, It may.not be amiſs to remem- 
ber, that'as thegeare:flome true: Propolitis 
ons;;,Which by leaving out a ward -or two 
may. be. made falſe!:' Sq: there are others 

_ (and thole of Divine Authority ) which 

\_ without ſomething underſtood, cannot be 
made out to be true. Of the firſt ſort is 
ny | ee ae» | 
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this, * My Dottrine 35 not mine ; and again, 
He that believeth on me, believeth not on me. 
But this is the Devil's way of quoting Scrip- 
ture, leaving\out the Context thar ſhould 
explain it; and in this manner too frequent- 
ly do ſome Perſons deal with thoſe Wri- 
tings, they have a mind to cavil at. Ofthe 
other ſorc-is this, + Tet forty days and Ni- 
neveh ſhall be overthrown ; And || Know ye 
not that the wnrighteous ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God ? Now the Divinie Pur- 
pole for the DeſtruCtion of that-Ciry, and 
for excluding (a) Fornicators, Idolaters, 
Thieves, Drunkards, Extortioners, and 
the like, out of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
is denonnced abſolutely without any an- 
nexed Condition ; andyet all acknowledge, 


1 that ſuch Threatnings are Conditionally to 


be underſtood, and to be executed only in 
caſe of Impenirency : And thus ir is in our 
prelent cate. That God Foreſees the End, 
is true ; but it is not the whole Truth, nor 
to be underſtood excluſive of the Means, 
It is undoubtedly true, that Chriſt foreſaw 
the Deſtruction of Zeruſalem z yet we muſt 
not thence infer, that he forefaw it with- 
out any reſpect to Sin; for thus hecom. 


-- | plains, How often would [ havegathered your 
] 


Children 
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Children to ether, &c. and ye would not | or ! 
How could it be matter of "Ser ar that 
ns Ae would not, if the Peaples choice. be 
wplydt Either God Forelees, that 
Men will ahuſe cheir Liberty, or he doth 
not; .if on then neichber is he Omnilcient, 
nor are the Serjptures true; if hedoth, then 
ſuch Foreſight is: ſo far from takio ig away 
Mens Liberty, thatit confirms it; 
cannot abuſe their Liberty unle6 they have 
It. 3; 88, £42. they uſe it, if the ObjeRion 
have any) orce; which ſuppoleth, Mens en- 
wrs, and the: uſe of Means' to be in 
wain. Thus. then I Summ up what hath 


been [aid/io Anſwer to-the Qbjedtipn, | 


.*,Ggd thas madethe World ok all thngs 
there, ſeeing be- is. Lord of. Heaven and 
Earth,and grocth unto «ll Lyfe, and Breath, 

1d all things; and bath made of one Bload all 
ation of #4exn (9 dwell -wupon the Earth, and 
Determined the Times before appointed, and 
the Bounds of their Havitation. We ought 
not to think; that the Goghead is like unto 
Stones, of typid Earth, that he ſhould be 

FEAPTanr either of his own Off. ipring, or of 
Work of. his Hands, 'or the Bounty of 

Bis Goodneſs. And having gratioully en- 
ued Mankind. with the Light of R_ 
edge, 


> AQS 17, 3412j326e 
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ledge, and wicha Faculcy of chooſing things 
for his good, and avoiding things hortful;z 
he doth not extinguiſh that Sight, nor take 
away ſuch youe! of Election, uuleſs it be; 
as a Puniſhment, for ſome prievous. and 
long-continued Provocation. But foral- 
much as he beholds at once mn. his Omni- 
(ciency, the Nature, Vertue, and Activity 
of all Creatures, with the Cauſes, Events 
and Iſſues of all Things and Actions, from 
Everlaſting to Everlaſting ; and- ſrace he 
knows moſt perfectly the Heart of Man, 
che Bent of his a his _ ” 
Grace,.and prevailing Motives.;. he muft 0 
neceſſity Foreknow the various Reſults of 
Man's choice and Liberty of Wil, without 
the leaſt obtruction to the ſree Courle and 
Exerciſe thereof. He Foreiees the End, to- 
gether with che Means, and the Effeft de- 
pending on its proper Cauſe. He forelees, 
that fome Men ſhall not live out * balf therr 
days , but they are luch as are-bloody and 
decei:ful. He forelices, that + The Years of 
the Wicked ſhall be (bortncd ; but then he ſhalk 
fall by his own wickednets. And to con- 
clude, he forelees, that || A righteous Man 
ſtalt pralong bu days ; not by daily attempts- 
to deitroy hunlelt, but ( as the Wile Man- 
E* ſaith ) 
*ilal. 55. 23+ F Proy. 10+ 27+ ||Prov., ile 5. 2 


and Man's Free Agency. 


pn OD 


88 Of Gods Foreknowledge, 


faith ) G the fear of the Lord, and in the 
way of Righteouſneſs. 

Obj. One Objett:on more, and | have done, 
It hath been often ſaid in this Diſcourſe, that 
the Event Foreſcen of Gd, 1s certain, and 
will come to paſs; and again, it hath been aſ- 
ſerted, that ſome Events, which have been 
Fore ſeen, mipht poſſibly not have come topaſs; 
how can theſe two Notions agree together ? + 

I anſwer, firſt, thar any thing can be 
certain and uncertain at the tame time, 
and in the ſame reſpects, is granted to 
be a contradiction z; but a thing barely 
Poffible, which may either be, or not be ; 
implies-no contradiction at all. For as there 


are many things Poſſible to be, which ſhall 
nevercame to paſs Actually ; ſo otherthings 
ſhall Actually come to ww, which yet Poſ- 


fibly might not be. Thus it is Poſſible, 1 
may g0 to Rozre, but'tisa thouſand to one, 
I ſhall never come there ; and if it Actually 
ſo fall out, yet that does not take away the 
Poſſibility of going thither; for Learned 
Men ſay, * Multa futura efſe que non erurt, 
& multa poſſe fieri que non fient. On the 0- 
ther hand, ſomething will Actually ( that 
1s certainly ) be done this day, which pol- 
ſibly might be deferr'd till co morrow : //{ud 

enim 
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89 
enim poſſibile eſt, quo poſito- nullum ſequitur 
inconveniens. But all this perhaps will better 
appear from the conſideration of theſe Par- 
ticulars. 

1. An Event maybe certain with reſpect 
unto God, which is not ſo tous; for nothing 
can be uncertain to him that is Omnilcient ; 
but to us, that know but in part, almoſt 
every thing Future is obſ{cur'd with ſome 
kind of uncertainty. 

2. An Event may be certain in it ſelf, on 
Suppoſitton of certain Cauſes ;z and yet tup- 
poling other Cauſes, it would fall out quite 
otherwiſe. So that 

3. The certainty of a future Event is ab- 
ſolute in reſpect of God, Hypothetical in 
reſpect of it ſelf, but unknown or uncer- 
fain in reſpeQt of us. That is to ſay, it can 
never ſo fall out, but that he who knows 
the whole train of Caulesleading to ir,muſt 
of neceſſiry Foreknow i;.But it is the Cauſes 
( not the Foreknowledge ) which make it 
ro be what it is ; which being ſuppoled,the 
Effect certainly follows. Which Certainty 
extends not to us, who are ignorant of the 
Cauſes, Let us fee now, how this will ap- 
pear by inſtances, 

Suppole, the French King, before he dye, 
turns Proteſtant ; whether it ſo fall out or 
I 3 not 
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not, God knows; for { as So/omon laith ) 
* The Kings heart 1s 11 the hand of the Lord. 
If Conviction or Intereſt oblige him to be- 
come a Proteſtant, the Effect will certainly 
follow ; bor this. is Hypothetical ; that is, 
upon Suppofition of prevailing Caules and. 
Mortives ir cauſt follow... But to usithere can 
be nothing of Certainty, whilſt we are ig- 
norant of that Princes Intentions, neither- 
know how it may pleaſe God ro work upon 
him hereafcer. 
' The Captivity of the Fews was certainly 
Foreknown unto God, and, together with 
a great Peſtilence foretold by the Prophet 
Feremiab, im a very remarkable and parti- 
cular manner: And afterwards, ſaich the 
Lord, I will deliver Zedekiah King of Ju-: 
dah, and his Servants, ard the People, and: 
ſuch as are left in this City, from the Peſti- 
lence, from the Sword, and from the Famine, 
into the hand' of Nebuchadnezzar King of 
Babylon, and into the band of their Enennes, 
Cc. And he adds further, That their City 
ſhall be grven into the hand of the King of 
Babylon, and he ſhall burnit with Fire. Yet 
the ſame Prophet is fent to call them toRe- 
pentance, to prevent even this very Capti- 
vity, and tells chem, || If ye chroughly amend 
your 


* PigV.21.1, Þ Jef. 24. 6,7, 8,9,10- || Jer. 7. 5,67 
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your Ways and your Doings ; if ye throughly 
exceme Fudg ment between 4 Man and his 
Niighbour z if ye oppreſs not the Stranger, 
the Fatherleſs andthe Widaow, and {a 
Snnocent Blogd mn this. place, neither walk af- 
ter other Gods to your hurt ; theu will I cauſe 
you to dwell in this place, in the Land that 
{ gave to your Fathers, for ever and ever. 
We lee here a reſerved Candition, and fair 
poſſibilicy,of preventing thac Eminent ow 
riviry, 10 much noted i Scripture, and {o 
,much Propheſied, God, grant that we, by 
the ſame Method, may earneſtly endeavour 
to- prevens, another Captivity, which has 
(they lay ) been Propheſied too, and which 
ſeverely threatens England at this day. 

L conclude with Adam's Tranſgreſſion, 
before-mentioned ;;, which was molt cer- 
tainly Foreknown unto God; foralmuch as 
*. Redemption by the Precious Blood of Chriſt 
Was Foreordained before the faundation of the 
World ;, and 'tis no lels certain, that Adar: 

. had Free Will, and Power to have perſiſted 
Innocent, which ſurely amounts at leaſt to 
a poſſibility of not travſgreſling the Divine 
Command. And this conſideration alone is 
enough to anſwer the Objection, and 10 hi. 
lence any Argument that can be oppoled.in 
this matter. W 1 
* 1 Pet. 1, 10, 
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I have now done ; the Uſes I propound to 
my ſelf from this Ditcourle are Special- 
ly theſe four: 1. To read the Scriptures Im- 
partially, and to value them Equally, upon 
the Account of that Sacred Authority 
ſtampt upon the whole, and the Spiritthar 
breaths in every part; not to build an Hypo- 
theſis upon ſome few ſingle Rayweions Ker. 
ther than it may appear, to be conſenrane- 
ous to the integral Body of Truth contained 
therein. 2. In all myſterious Points, where. 
in there appears a difficulty,either to affirm 
or deny, ſtil] co adhere to that ſide which 
hath the ſurer Evidence ; and wherein the 
Word of God is clear and unqueſtionable, 
to eſteem that the ſtrongeſt Evidence of all; 
and unto which all Arguments from humane 
reaſon, and even Mathematical Demon- 
tration, muſt yield ſubmiſſion. 3. Bur in 
ſuch matters, wherein there appears equal 
Danger in both extreams, and wherein ma- 
ny Perſon have err'd on either hand; to 
take the MIDDLE W AY, and walk in it, 
with tuch Caution and Moderation, as to be 
Friends with them that tread not the very 
ſame eps, and always ready to admit any 
further diſcovery of Truth. 4. To repre- 
ſent the Ever-blefied God, in the beſt man- 


ner that may be thought, and moſt __ 
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"Air, hath'nothing Solid to fupport it; as 
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of io. \loric s a Being, cloathed with = 


" SEE Monltrous, likearmedP - 
withour Benignity 3 nor Cantemprti 
Ve Rate Deity 3: bur ef- 
'pecially'co think: of him according to-the - 
"Notices he has given of himſelf in his reveal- 
'ed'Will 3” arid 'not ro ima ine, that either- 
hi $'Ellente, of many rimes, his Operations. 
can Foop to m to my lirtle underſtanding, | 
And i f I were firco pive Adyice to others, . 
it ſhouſd be this, that'no Man preſume to 
demoliſh the Divine Attributes, og outof: 
the ruins thereof, to exe unto himſelf fome- 
groundleſs Fancy, which like a Caftlein = 


God could not bejuſt to his Creatures with- 
out being imperfect in himſelf. Neither ler 
any Man and diſmayed at the Conſiderat}- 
on of the Fatal Period; as if God couldnor - 


the 
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.the Caule of his Happineſs ;. ſoneither.can 

_the latter blame it, as any occaſion of his 
Miſery. —_ 

.  Letno Man think to arreſt Judgment, by 
ablurdly* charging his own Prevarications | 
upon Divine PerfeCtion ; as if a Man ſhould _ 

.urge, that becauſe God. is perfect in all his 

Attributes, he was therefore obliged to be 
wicked in all his Actions: Who, would nor 
bluſh at the Impudence and Abſurdiry of 
ſuch a Plea? Preſcience is a Perfeftion which 

God cannot want and prelerve his Divinity ; 
butto make it a Cauſe of Mans Miſery,were 

to make ic an imperfection. Ir is no lets eſ- 
ſential tothe Divine Nature than Omnipre- 

lence; and thoſe that will dare ro Rertort 

. their wickedneſs ypon God, may make this 

Attribute as Criminal as the other, For if 

. Men wil) not truſt God with the Foreknow- 

ledge ofevil Actions, leſt that ſhould infer 

« neceſſity of ſinning, the next thing ( and. 
withequal reaſon) will be to ſeclude Divine 

| Preſence from the inſpection of wicked- 
neſs, leſt God ſhould that way become ac-. - 

.cefſary thereunto, If a naked Foreknow- 

ledge of Evil, be any caule of it, why not - 

actual Preſence at the Evil committed ? 
Batthe Scripture doth better inform us, 
* Fgncernivg the Cauſes of good and _ 
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& of Mans Happinets and Infelicity, than the 


ſhallow reatonings of ſome Perlons, 'who 


- yer pretend to be wiſe above others. There 


we are taught, that OPIN depends 
upon the Grace of God 'in Chriſt Jeſus, free- 
ly offered to reatonable Creatures, and wil- 
lingly accepted by them. That the Soul,not 


. by any COU by rational induce- 


ments and the-auſe of proper Means, being 
convinced of the Evil and Danger ofSin,and 
direCted the way to Salvation, is brought ro 
ſuch a Belief of che Goſpel, and ſuch a volun- 
tary Obedience thereunto,as may render the 
Perſon acceptable with God througtithe me- 


' rits of our Bleſſed Saviour; * /z whom we 


have redempricn through is bload,the forgive- 
neſs of our ſins, according tothe riches of his 
Grace. ' | / 

And then the cauſe of Mar's Sin and Mi. 
{ery doth conſiſt, not in Divine Preſcience, 
bur in the Prevalency of Corruptisvn and 
T m—_—_—_—_— partly from an Original 
Taint, and partly from a wilful Purlvis of ie- 


' regular Appetite after the plealures of ſenle; 


by which means,the Aﬀections being belor- 
ced,and the heart hardened againſt Realons 


* without, and Motions within, there is ar laſt 
, an inveterate and habitual Malignity brought 
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ing, ſeek for Glory and Honour and Immore 


upon the oul:! 4. Zur let no man {ay whenbe je 
rempted, 1 am tempred of God; for Gedgannet 
be tempted with Evil, neither tempteth be any 
; man, But every. men is tempted, whin he:z# 
drawn away of hizown Luſt and enticed, Jam: 
In/139 1.4, 94, 
Thele are ſuch cauſes of Good and Evil, 
that a diligent obſerver may eaſily ſee and 
feel their Efficacy; byt how a naked Preſci- | 
ence ſbpyld aperate,what others do, | know 
not. I can by. no; means,underſtand, Bytthis 
I conclude for certain, that Gad is Righte- 
ous in all his ways, both with reſpect unto 
the caules of Good and Evil, andiheir Re- 
wards or Gontequents, His Judgments will 
one day _ appear to.be according to Trath, 
withouttheleaſt diminution of his other per- 
feions; namely,Þ Unto them that are con- | 


tentious and obey not the Truth, but obey On- 
righteouſneſs, Indignetion and Wrath ; byt to 
them who by patient Continuance in in well do- 


ralty, Eternal Life, Rom. 2, 7,8, 
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